
bill 
By Noëlle Campagna 

The Community Council held 
what Dudley Winferop '94, co-
chair of the council, called "the 
most important meeting of die 
year" on Thursday, March 10 when 
the social house selectivity pro-
posal barely passed 8-7-1. 

The proposal, originally the 
Citrin/Dorf/Kroon bill, has been 
continuously changed by the In-
ter-House Council (IHC) to ac-
commodate faculty, staff and ad-
ministration opinion. The final 
product consisted of five distinct 
points: All houses must announce 
the number of spaces they intend 
to fill prior to the rush process; 
selection will be based on a certain 
criteria to be pre-approved by the 
Residential Life Committee; all 
applicants will fill out a written 
application and attend a formal 
interview by several members of 
the house; if the house chooses to 
select, it may opt to do so by ran-
dom lottery or by a simple major-
ity process in which all eligible 

house membership votes; and fi-
nally, written notification of selec-
tion will be delivered to all appli-
cants by the officers of die houses. 
In addition, an appeals process has 
been devised to provide extra in-
surance against arbitrary discrimi-
nation. 

The bill itself, having been 
passed by Community Council, has 
been passed on to President John 
McCardell, with a recommenda-
tion to accept the proposal. This, 
however, is not the only document 
being passed on to the president. 

John Emerson, vice president 
for student affairs, described the 
reservations he had about the pro-
posal in a letter to McCardell. 
Speaking on behalf of those in the 
minority vote, he wrote, "We be-
lieve that selectivity — no matter 
how limited, no matter how rigor-
ously monitored — will make the 
coeducational social houses exclu-
sive, by definition." 

Although the minority conceded 
to the fact that selection does al-
ready occur on campus, they felt 

that even though "we have every 
right to choose our friends and as-
sociates ... we cannot expect the 
college to institutionalize, formal-
ize mid subsidize our selective 
choice of friends and associates." 

In conclusion, Emerson pro-
posed three important guidelines: if 
it becomes necessary to limit the 
size of an organization, then a ran-
dom draw should be used; a social 
house could decide that students 
need to be excluded, "for cause" 
before they become members; the 
entire issue of open house member-
ship should be reviewed by Dec. 
1995, when the probationary pe-
riod for the new houses reaches its 
end. All members in the minority 

(continued on page 3) 
The Community Council voted this week on the controversial 
selectivity bill, which passed in an 8-7-1 split. 

SGA scrutinizes exam scheduling 
By Chris Whitely 

Full faculty approves 
three-year program 
By Ryan D'Agostino 

hi a special meeting called by 
PreskientJohn McCardell last Mon-
day, a faculty vote approved a mo-
tion to offer a new three-year bach-
elor of arts degfeb (B.A.) to stu-
dents pursuing the International 
Major. The program will be insti-
tuted for a three-year trial period 
beginning in the summer of 1995, 
after which its quality will be re-
viewed by the faculty ' s Educational 
Council. 

The decision came after an hour 
and a half of discussion focusing on 
the concerns of some faculty mem-
bers. This meeting marked the first 
time the full faculty met to talk 
about the proposal. Three weeks 
ago, the faculty's Curriculum Com-
mittee announced that the program 
would be instituted next summer, 
but Professor of Mathematics 
Michael Olinick felt that this an-

the full faculty had not yet dis-

"I thought dim 
a large number of 
Olinick told his 
day, 

five courses (hiring some semesters 
rather than four. One faculty mem-
ber said that while every other as-
pect of the program may be new, 
there have been students in the past 
who bave taken five courses, "and 
it hasn't worked. They spread them-
selves too thin. They cheat them-
selves because they want to get 

(continued on page 3) 

A wide divergence of student 
opinion was expressed in SGA's 
meeting last Sunday about the cur-
rent exam week schedule. 

Katie Briscoe '94 and Tricia 
Grindley '95 led an informal dis-
cussion in which they asked stu-
dents for their opinions of the exam 
week schedule and suggestions for 
its improvement. 

Currently Middlebury has a 
week-and-a-hal f exam period, with 
two or three exams scheduled on 
every odier day. Revision is being 
considered due to student problems 
with the strictness of the system, 
where students are often forced to 
take two exams in one. day, and 

Workers push for summer deadline 

B.A. 
>, expected to be complete this : 

professors can be unsympathetic to 
overworked students. 

Three major alternatives to the 
current system emerged from this 
meeting. 

The first was to shorten the exam 
period toone week, with two sched-
uled exam slots in each day. If a 
student had two exams in one day, 
he/she could take the exam on an-
other day. SGA President Brendan 
O'Leary stressed feat such a sys-
tem allowed for an extra week of 
classes. This extra week would be a 
particular boon in the natural sci-
ence division, which often has fee 
problem of crushing too much ma-
terial into too shorta semester. Other 
students objected to this system, 
saying that it would eliminate "pure 
study days'* during exam week. 

The second major suggestion 
was to keep the current 8-day exam 
period but to allow students to take 
their exams at two possible times 
during the period. Thus a student 
could choose to take an exam either 

early or late in the exam period. On 
the other hand, such a system would 
force the professors to proctor two 
exams for each class, and prevent 
them from correcting exams until 
after the exam period ended. 

The third major suggestion was 
for a complete self-scheduling sys-
tem, where students could take ex-
ams at whatever time they pleased. 
While this would obviously be a 
benefit for students, the problem 
lies in the logistics. Dean of Stu-
dents Ann Hanson said feat it would 
be "difficult to coordinate" such a 
system. She also expressed con-
cern that there could be more honor 
code violations under a self-sched-
uled exam system. 

A straw vote was taken, and the 
assembly wasalmostevenly divided 
between the four options, the status 
quo being the last option. 

Briscoe and Grindley will soon 
return to the SGA wife a completed 
exam-week bill, and then a formal 
vote will take place. 

House options change 
By Jeff Alberteow 

Assistant Director of Residen-
tial Life Hieu Nguyen announced 
changes Monday in college hous-
ing plans which will directly im-
pact next year's senior class. 

Under the expected changes, five 
houses currently occupied by stu-
dents will not be available during 
block draw. In addition, the num-
ber of students allowed to live off-
campus will be significantly in-

"There will still be a lot of diver-
sity in terms of housing options for 

Studrnts and custodial staff alike 
have agreed that fee two houses to 
be removed from block draw, Koll 
and Heifer, are loo far away from 
campus to make livinginihem prac-
tical. 

harbors the public affairs office and 
the Middlebury College Magazine, 
will be converted to student hous-
ing. 

The number of students given 
permission to live off campus will 
rise, from the usual 60 to 80 or 90. 

(continued on page 3) 
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Universities crash 

Three universities have been 

Global to 
Local 

By David Nalchaljian 

Possibility of continued 
air strikes in Bosnia 

downplayed 

The threat of air strikes in 
Sarajevo has quelled fighting in the 
city, but the Pentagon's top civilian 
and military officials have been 
playing down the effectiveness of 
air power this week. 

This is being done in order to 
slow calls for further military inter-
vention. Defense Secretary William 
J. Perry deli vered a speech last week 
in which he warned against greater 
military involvement and pointed 
to America's failings in Vietnam. 

Gen. John Shalikashvili, chair-
man of the joint chiefs of staff, 
defined the proper applications of 
force: "There were very specific 
conditions around Sarajevo that lent 
themselves to the application of air 
power, conditions that don't exist 
in any other places in Bosnia to-
day." 

The Pentagon has expressed its 
willingness to fulfill its obligation 
in protecting U.N. peacekeepers 
with air support. There is less of a 
sense of obligation to protect 
Bosnian Muslims, and there is an 
ever-present fear of open-ended 
military involvement. , j 

While Pentagon officials usu-
ally try to promote the strengths of 

•the military, they now find them-
selves in the peculiar role of limit-
ing the viability of intervention. 

Some wony, however, that play-
ing down the efficacy of the mili-
tary could gjve the Serbs the green 
light to strike in areas other than 
Sarajevo. "If this turns out to be a 
reversal to old Pentagon attitudes 
about the use offeree in Bosnia, it 
is quite possible we coukl under-
mine the momentum behind our 
promising peace initiative," said 
Morgan Abramowitz, president of 
(he Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace and a fermer senior 
State Department official. 

One Air Force officer who 
helped plan the air attacks during 
fee Persian Gulf War said tbe re-
marks reflected "a lack of under-
standing of how you can employ air 
power to compel others to do what 
you want them to do." 

Justice Department 
official resigns 

Webster L. Hubbeli, associate 
.-re:,tit..1- -, • 

of the cErtS resigned from his 
postonTuesdayinaneffbrttosave 
the administration 

stated that Hubbeli made the deci-
sion to leave himself, they did noth-
ing to dissuade him. One adviser 
said it was made clear that his de-
parture would be helpful. 

The resignation marks a disap-
pointment for the Clintons, who 
have been associated with Hubbeli 
both as friends and business part-
ners. Hubbeli is a former mayor of 
Little Rock and a State Supreme 
Court Justice, and woriced closely 
with Mrs. Clinton at the Rose Law 
Firm. 

The Hiibbell departure comes at 
the same time that fee inquiry into 
the Whitewater Development Com-
pany is widening. Although it is not 
believed feat Hubbeli has anything 
to do with the Whitewater affair, 
some of the disputed bills could 
involve oneof the Clintons' part-
ners in the (teal. 

Dean supports health 
care plan 

Gov. Howard Dean pledged his 
support to the special House 
committee^ universal health care 
plan and urged legislators in around 
Addison County to follow suit. 

The plan would require all Ver-
1 mont residéritfc to t»è' provided Wife 
healthcare by Jan. 1,1996.Tofund 
this effort, $94 million in new taxes 
would be raised ih addition to an 
employer contribution. 

"I'm very excited by this health 

care bill," saijJ Dean. "No, it is not 
perfect, ana yes it is going to go 
through a lot more evolution as it 
goes through the Senate." 

Fluoride not favored in 
town 

Middlebury leaders have ex-
pressed doubt that they will alter 
town policy and begin adding fluo-
ride to city water anytime soon. The 
selectmen agreed to ask the Ver-
mont Department of Health for in-
formation on water fluoridation, 
though they remained skeptical 
about changing thç current policy 
which has been in effect for 20 
years. 

"I think it is unrealistic [to think] 
we are going to find a lot of other 
information and that we are going 
to change our policy," said Select-
men Michael Kieran. 

This decision has come at a time 
when citizens are mobilizing topre-
vent fluoridation. A petition oppos-
ing the use of fluoride was circu-
lated in town recently and attained 
over 350 signatures. The petition 
drive was led by Middlebury resi-
dent Ross Conrad, who believes 
there is too much conflicting evi-
den t on thé effectiveness of fluo-

^ ride to support what he called "mass 
: medication" of water consumers. 

Sources: The New York Times, 
The Addison County 
Independent 

once partners.* «• ( I q 

College welcomes apartheid activist 



y, March 17,1954 

Alax Grossman 

In a special meeting this Monday, faculty discussed and approved the new thrée-year B.A. 

Selectivity bill passes narrowly 
{continued from page 1) 
vote signed this letter. In ribsponse, 
a number of students have been 
writing their own letters trying to 
explain all of the reasons that the 
social house system at Middlebury 
needs a selection process. 

Members of the IHC, as well as 
members of the Community Coun-
cil, have been drafting letters. An-
thony Gvale '96 hopes that "stu-
dents continue to show their sup-
port by writing letters to President 
McCardell." Students have also 
taken time to meet with the presi-
dent, who fielded questions on the 
selection bill for a majority of his 
open office hours on Tuesday. 

McCardell says he wiU take into 
account all sides of the issue before 
making a final decision on the mat-
ter. He insists on taking adequate 
time to become well-informed be-
fore he announces his position. He 
said that it truly was "an easy matter 
ononelevel. Whendealing with the 

abstract principles,pooneisagainst 
inclusivity. The issue gets difficult 
when we apply it The question 
now is what sectors selectivity is 
permissible in." McCardell said that 
although he {dans on taking some 
time to weigh the issues, be will 
make a decision before the college 
recesses for summer break. 

It is no secret that support of the 
bill has been split clearly between 
faculty and students. Faculty opin-
ion is overwhelmingly against the 
establishment of a selection pro-
cess and did not seem to budge 
through the debate process. 

As one faculty member said, 
"Both sides came as far as they 
could, but then there was a canyon 
between them. They couldn't go 
any further." 

Chris Kfyza, a professor in the 
political science department and a 
voting member of die Community 
Council, did not see the debates us 
pointless, although he did not sup-

Hazing policy clarified 
By Noelle Campagna 

The Community Council came 
to a swift decision this Monday, 
March 14, when they discussed 
changes to the College Handbook 
cooceming Middlebury's Anti Haz-
ing policy. A decision of 10-0-1 
was the result of a united opinion of 
students, faculty, staff and admin-
istrators, as they moidedaclear and 
precise proposal. 

Dudley Winthrop '94, Commu-
nity Council co-chair was pleased 
by the initiative that students had 
taken. "The Inter-House Council 
[IHC] has been working hard to 
make things work which is evident 
in die end results." The major con-
cerns that governed changes were 
primarily language and clarity. 

Language changes involved tak-
ing the step from old fraternity lan-
guage and using new words. The 
word "pledging" was completely 
struck ftom the handbook, replaced 
by thephrase "educational process." 
Similar phrases and jargon were 
sintilaily replaced or eHmuatod. 

ing someone to eat something 
against one's own will, requiring 
the use of alcohol, verbal abuse and 
other such activities that threatened 
the mental, physical or emotional 
state of a person. Requiring all pro-
vision^ members, as well as cur-
rent members, to sign the "State-
ment of Understanding" was ex-
plicitly established and entered into 
Handbook guidelines. 

Implementations were also 
added which required that the presi-
dent or vice president of the IHC be 
informedof any alleged infractions. 
The organization violating the 
policy will be held accountable, as 
well as any individual members in 
violation. The identification of three 
contact members in each house thai 
could be readied in a case where 
hazing had occurred was mandated 
and leaders were given explicit rules 
obligating them to inform all mem-
bers of this anti-hazing policy. 

John Emerson, vice president 
for student affairs and co-chair of 
die Community Council, proudly 

port the bill. He said that he had 
problems with the bill in the begin-
ning that were alleviated by the 
amendments. "The bill is better than 
it was, especially with the appeals 
process," he said, adding that his 
opposition to the bill lies simply in 
the principle behind it Represent-
ing the faculty, he found it difficult 
to vote in good faith for houses that 
could exclude students. Voting for 
the bill, tie felt would have been an 
institutional stamp in favor of ex-
clusion, a principle he believes 
Middlebury is strongly against. 

Some students argued against 
the assertion that selection equals 
exclusion. Open parties would con-
tinue to be standard at Middlebury, 
and so all students could still par-
take in social house activities. 

Matt Hamilton'95, who became 
president of the IHC this past Tues-
day, discussed his frustration with 
the current situation. "The selec-
tion bill provides a framework that 
is as fair as possible for the future 
house members to follow. It pro-
vides guidelines that are as open as 
any other organization on campus. 
Selectivity is the future of the social 
house system." 

He quoted die Residential Life 
Committee Report saying that 
"Residential Life should give stu-
dents substantial opportunities and 
responsibilities to initiate, organize 
and direct the social life of col-
lege." The selection bill, he felt, 
would allow social house members 
to "direct their houses so that mem-
bers will continue to participate in 
the community in a positive man-
ner." 

The IHC is organizing faculty 
discussion groups in the next few 
weeks. Hamilton hopes the turnout 
will be better than it has been in the 
past. 

He hopes to see that before 
people pass judgment, they will 
come see what social houses are all 
about. "It really is more than just 
druddngbeer."In litis way.he hopes 
to eliminate the "canyon" that seems 
to be dividing the campus into two 

Full faculty approves 
three-year program 
(continued from page 1) 
through here faster and more 
cheaply," he said. 

The third concern raised by 
Olinick, and the one most reiterated 
by his peers, was that because many 
of the students would not be study-
ing at Middlebury language schools, 
the Middlebury faculty would have 
very little to say about the content 
and structure of the courses taken. 
In some cases, this would mean that 
as many as one half of a student's 
courses may be outside of the 
Middlebury curriculum and distri-
bution system. 

In addition to these concerns 
about the program itself, some of 
the faculty voiced complaints about 
the procedure by which the origi-
nal, premature announcement was 
made. Press releases were sent to 
such newspapers as the Boston 
Globe and the Burlington Free 
Press, both of which ran stories 
about the alleged faculty approval 
three weeks ago. A few members of 
the faculty feared that the special 
Monday meeting was simply held 
to get a robber stamp on a done 
deal. 

The issue was not that the fac-
ulty would have voted against the 
decision of the Curriculum Council 
but that it now found itself feeling 
forced to vote for a good thing. The 
vote, as it turned out, was over-
whelmingly in favor of the experi-
mental institution of the program, 
which pleased McCardell. 

"Such experiments allow us to 
jrely on our distinctive curricular 
strength to do new things," he said 
afterward. "An institution that is 
unwilling to experiment is doomed 
to mediocrity." 

The original motion, proposed 
by Director of the Language Schools 
and Vice President for Foreign Lan-
guages Gara Yu, stated that die 
Educational Council will conduct a 
review at the end of the three-year 
experiment,prontisingit will "make 
a recommendation to the faculty on 
(the program's] continuance." 

However, during the discussion, 
Yu sketched some broad strokes 
about the proposal, and the faculty 

wanted specifics. Some other ma-
jor concerns in addition toOlinick's 
were the grade inflation that some-
times occurs at overseas universi-
ties, the adequacy of the three-year 
trial period and the feet that the 
cost-effectiveness of the three-year 
B.A. may cause somé students to 
choose it for financial reasons, 
thwarting the educational philoso-
phy behind the program. 

More than one department head 
spoke up about the vague wording 
in the motion concerning the 
Middlebury faculty's involvement 
with the courses of instruction the 
students in the program will re-
ceive while not at Middlebury. The 

. motion calls for "significant coor-
dination" between Middlebury and 
foreign schools "where possible." 

Yu responded to this concern 
by pointing out that this problem 
surfaces every year and each de-
partment deals with it differently. 
"Many students already go abroad 
for a semester, and nowadays go-
ing for the whole year is getting 
more common, so we all see that 
coordination is important," she 
said. "But we're not talking about 
a large population (of students) for 
this (new program). It would in-
volve a small number of screened 
students... who are highly talented, 
highly motivated and mature, and 
who must be carefully selected." 

Both Yu and McCardell see the 
move as a possible selling point for 
Middlebury, a move which may 
help attract students from schools 
like Harvard, Yale and Williams. 
Experimentation can lead to inno-
vation, the president said, pointing 
out that "there is nothing magical 
about four courses with one final 
exam at the end, for a thirteen-
week term, with eight semesters 
and then graduation." 

As for the issue of cost-effec-
tiveness, some faculty seem wary 
of the new program being used as 
a way to get through Middlebury 
for less money. To that notion 
McCardell simply replied, "There 
is more than one way to get a 
Middlebury education; the longer 
it takes, the more it costs." 

Senior class' housing 
options set to change 

The bill's fate lies with 
McCardell'f decision. He plans to 

of concern. AO 
l to 

(continued from page 1) 
Nguyen attributed the increase to 
concerns about the possible effects 
of the ongoing New Dorms renova-
tion project 

He cautioned that because the 
"continuing commons" proposal is 
still being discussed, it could possi-
bly be implemented in a limited 
way through this year's roomdraw. 

"It wouldn't significantly affect 
the overall draw," said Nguyen of 
the concept, which would guaran-
tee students a room in the commons 
in which they presently reside. 

Information on both block and 
regular draws will be distributed to 

Block applications, available h> Old 
Chapel, w01 be accepted through 

noon on April 7. Block draw itself 
will take place in McCullough on 
April 12. 

Regular room draw will be held 
April 18-28 by graduatingclass and 
gender. "Usually people who end 
up with bad rooms can request a 
better one and we'll try to meet 
their needs," said Nguyen, whodoes 
not expect everyone to get a room 
through room draw. 

Nguyen's position as assistant 
director of residential life will no 
longer be treated asaone-year tem-
porary internship. This means that 
he wiU be oo campus to provide 
continuity in the room draw pro-
cess through the summer and fell. 
"I'D be around for a long time," he 



Green Cup continues 
By Lee Chilcote be the best at sorting out trash from 

recyclables. Prizes included re-
The Green Cup competition bas cycled shoes, a pizza from Green 

entered its third month, with more Peppers Restaurant and a one week 
speakers, recycling competitions, membership to Vermont Sun and 
and increased attention to wasted Fitness, 
food and energy in the dining halls. In January, the top dorm and 
The Environmental Council also house in the energy awareness corn-
hopes to announce the winner of petition enjoyed an Energy Dinner 
the Environmental Quality (EQ) in the Chateau. Faculty and staff, 
mug design competition soon. including George Whitney, Direc-

Students and faculty have vol- tor of Operations, and professors 
unteered to scrape plates in the din- Chris Klyza and Tom Carr waited 
ing halls every Wednesday night on students, 
this month as part of the recycling The Green Cup has also brought 
portion of the Green Cup. The En- speakers on environmental issues 
vironmental Council has organized to the campus. Porter Ball ' 89, Re-
plate-scraping to weigh the amount cycling Coordinator for Addison 
of food students take but do not eat, County, stressed the reduction of 
and to discourage wasteful habits waste before the recycling phase in 
on campus. On Feb. 16, EQ re- her lecture entitled "Reduce It: 
ported that the college wasted a Don't Produce It." Barry Lampke, 
total of473 pounds of food. On the the Director of the Association of 
following Wednesday, 616 pounds Vermont Recyclera, spoke March9 
were recorded wasted. Organizers on "Buying Recycled: Closing the 
saytheirgoalistoreducetheamount Loop." 
of food waste. Signs posted in din- Lampke urged consumers to use 
ing halls are aimed at reminding what influence they have to buy 
students of the quantity of waste, recycled, and strengthen the re-

Students can also look forward cycled products market. One prob-
to a new EQ mug design, as two lem with the recycling market, he 
new designs have been tentatively said, is that supply outstrips de-
chosen by an Environmental Coun- mand. 
cil committee. The committee took In response to a question on the 
a poll in Proctor to get student fee^L quality and prices of recycled prod-
back on the top designs this prist ucts, Lampke responded that such 
Tuesday, and the winning design issues were very product-specific, 
will be announced soon. A$S0 prize and he urged people to set aside 
will be awarded to the winner. aesthetic concerns, such as the 

Other winners in the Green Cup whiteness of paper, as recycled pa-
are the residents of Weybridge and per is often gray, and give recycled 
Painter, who proved themselves to products a trial run. 

& The Pizza Cellar 
) 11 Merchants Row 

"The LARGEST 
pizzas in town!" 

PIZZA SPECIALS 12/15 inch 
2 Cheese Pizzas $10.99/13.99 
2 Pizzas with 1 topping $12.99/15.99 
2 Pizzas with 2 toppings $13.99/16.99 
2 Pizzas with 3 toppings $14.99/18.99 
2 Pizzas with 4 toppings $16.99/20.99 
(Does riot include Gourmet Pizzas or 
Gourmet toppings) 

PA$TA PARTY 
Wednesdays! 
All yon can eat spaghetti! 
Includes garlic bread, meat-
balls, sausage or plain sauce. 
All for only $5.99 
Kids under 12 only $2.99 
Only one per customer 

GOURMET PIZZA 
12" Fresh Tomato $6.80 
12" BBQ Chicken $8.75 
12" Santa Fe $10.27 

PASTA 
Spaghetti w/spaghetti sauce $3.95 
Spaghetti w/meatballs $4.45 
Spaghetti w/sausage $4.45 

On evening pizzas, collect 
"Cellar Sheets" and redeem 

for free piùa. 

PIZZA PARTY 
All you can eat pizza! 
Wednesday nights! 
Includes all the pizza by the slice you can eat, 
116 oz. fountain soda with $25 refills. 

ig Power Macintosh 6100,7100 and 8100 - aJea PowerPC 

W have The PowerPC Bundle 'TRADE-UP DAY* 
Is COMING TO 
THE COLLEGE 

PowerPC 6100/60 
8 RAM, 160 HD, Ethernet 

Mitsubishi 14" Color Monitor 
Apple Extended Keyboard II 

Microsoft Word 5.1 Trade-up Day is 
March 30 and 31 at 
Lower Proctor. 
Trade-up your Mac 

on or Sand 
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Professor Wyatt provides valuable perspective 
Professor Cornwall's attack on 

the character and leadership of 
President McCardell is prompted 
by the appointment of Professor 
Wyatt to the position of Demi of die 
College. It is, he says, "die final 
straw." Cornwall does not question 
Wyatt's character or competence; 
in fact, he describes him as a man of 
great integrity, and an effective and 
extremely dedicated teacher. What 
then is Cornwall's complaint? 

Wyatt's personal liability, from 
Cornwall's point of view, is that he 
is an African American who has not 
taken an active political role in the 
promotion of minority positions at 
Middlebury College. Wyatt, it 
seems, has not viewed himself pri-
marily as a black man, but as an 
East Asian historian-and collège 
professor. It is an attitude that would 
seem to be reasonable in a society 
that professes to wish to rid itself of 
racial stereotypes. 

Professor Cornwall does not at-

tack Professor Wyatt's lack of an 
activist rote in promotion of minor-
ity issues, per se, but he does object 
to having a non-activist as the rank-
ing student affairs administrator. In 
feet, when Cornwall charges that 
theappointmentreeksofcynicisnT 
and "conservative-style political 
correctness," he is charging token-
ism: the calculated appointment of 
an African-American who, in 
Cornwall's words, is not "too 
black." The charges are unwar-
ranted. 

The cynicism, in fact, may be in 
the eye of the beholder, that is, in 
Professor Cornwall's personal per-
ception of the appointment. Would 
Middlebury really be better served 
by someone who is an activist for 
the cause of a particular subset of 
students, or by an individual who 
takes a broader, and more moderate 
view? Might our community be 
served best by an individual who 
combines a broader perspective with 

a personal background that allows 
him to empathize with the prob-
lems facing those of whom aire the 
subjects of discrimination? In Pro-
fessor Wyatt we have an individual 
who has those qualities, and pos-
sesses the important character traits 
that Professor 
Cornwall himself Would Middlebury 
r S r S really be belter served 

by someone who is an 

contending factions and represen-
tatives of the good of the whole, as 
opposed to champions of one fac-
tion or another. 

Finally, and most regrettably, 
Professor Cornwall's letter contains 
remarks that can only be character-

• • ized as outra-
geous personal 
attacks on 
P r e s i d e n t 
McCardell and 

ning 
to the editor. 

There is irony ^tivistfor the cause of PJ°Jel*°l 
in the fact that the . . , / Wyatt, and we 

Cartoonist's depiction of 
bulimia shows bad taste 

For quite some time now I've 
tolerated Jim Rodda's "Sticks and 
Stones" comics. Sometimes they're 
fenny, sometimes they're not On 
the whole they never aroused much 
of a reaction out of me. This week, 
however, was different 

I can't imagine that there are 
many people left on this campus 
that are not aware of the prevalence 
of eating disorders here. The things 
we pride our- mmmm^^mmmmmm 
selves on, such as 
ST,;." By underestimating the 
looks, and intei- severity of the illness 

and the difficult nature 
of recovery, Rodda has 
degraded the entire 
issue to a one line, 
quick-fix-it prescription, 
"Get help or you'll 

ligence, have 
created an atmo-
sphere of compe-
tition that is a 
breeding ground 
for bulimia and 
anorexia. 

Middlebury 
College as a mi-
crocosm of the probably die. 
world probably 
does not sustain 
a greater percentage of eating dis-
orders thanthat of thegeneral popu-
lation. Our small size might drama-
tize die problem, but it does not 
distort it. 

As part of an on-going debate 
focused around body image, fin-
gers have been pointed in many 
directions placing the blame on the 
media, the fashion industry, and 
various other ills of our society. My 
interest bete is not to point a finger, 
or even to engage in this line of 
dialogue. It is simply to ask what 
Mr. Rodda's intentions were. Is he 
genuinely concerned about this 
problem? Is he trying to heighten 
awareness? Or is he simpty making 
a mockery of a serious issue? 

" We live in a community that has 
fostered openness about this sub-
ject Women (or men, as is some-
times, though more rarely, the case) 
are encouraged to discuss their 
battles with body image and eating 

understandfng about these issues. I 
would like to think that a woman 
facing such problems would no 
longer have to fear ridicule and 
criticism from her peers. Jim 
Rodda's cold depiction of the eat-
ing disorders that plague our cam-
pus, as well as our society, tells me 
that I am wrong. 

By underestimating the severity 
of the illness and the difficult na-

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ture of recovery 
he has degraded 
the entire issue 
to a one line, 
quick-fix-itpre-
scription, "Get 
help or you'll 
probably die." I 
agree'with him 
that "help" is 
vital. But what 
kind of help? 
Counseling and 
support groups 
no doubt are the 
best place to 

in uie iaci uiai uic , , , 
article on the a particular subset of 
Middlebury Gay students, or by an 
™ 7 c 1 individual who takes a 
(MGLBA) meet- broader and more 
tag appears on the m o d e r a t e v i e w ? 
first page of the • 
same issue of The 
Campus in which Cornwall's letter 
appears. The community response 
to the MGLBA meeting belies the 
despair that permeates Cornwall's 
tetter. 

In fact, the remarkable thing 
about the dramatic social changes 
thathaveoccurredatMiddlebury in 
the past several years is that they 
have occurred with so little conflict 
and bitterness, not to mention the 
absence of violence. Activists like 
Cornwall certainly have contrib-
uted significantly to the gains that 
we have made, but we also have 
been fortunate in having people in 
Old Chapel who have viewed their 
role as mediators among the several 

write to express 
our disapproval 
of his intemper-
ance. Through-
out this aca-
demic year, the 
faculty has been 
engaged in full 

and vigorous debates on proposed 
rules changes as well as other con-
troversial issues. These debates have 
been carried out in a civil manner 
during those faculty meetings. The 
same standard of civility should 
apply in our written communica-
tions on issues of community con-
cern. This is especially the case 
where the issues are controversial 
and reasonable men and women 
can and do disagree over them. 

Professor Russell Leng 
Professor Murray Dry 
Professor Paul Nelson 

Department of Political 
Science 

Faculty underestimates 
capabilities of students 

But what about our obligation as 
a community, or Mr. Rodda's obli-
gation as a concerned citizen — if 
that's what he would claim to be. 
Our resjxmsibility is to keep this 
debate open, to beep the dialogue 
supportive. Our message should not 
be a vile and cursory sketch whose 
only statement is "we think you're 
a disgusting freak," but rather one 
that acknowledges the serious na-
ture of the illness and expresses 
Interest in combatting it 

Mr. Rodda believes that the root 
of an eating disorder is self-esteem. 
While an important contributing 
factor it is not the wily cause. Re-
gardkss, his statement did or said 
nothing to promote higher self-
value, and probably only served to 
perpetuate an alreadyhorrificprob 
tern. Congratulations Jim, I think 
your sticks and stones probably 

• IL y iiti .a11* mi • tlua aaMkmor 
w o k some nones mis ween. 

The other day, an extremely rare 
(as anyone who knows me will at-
test) event occurred: I was rendered 
utterly speechless. The source of 
my silence was a statement made 
by a Middlebury College professor 
who asserted, "American under-
graduates are incapable of serious 
academic wwk." 

Although my initial, dumb-
founded expression, had this pro-
fessor seen it, would probably have 
confirmed his or her theory, my 
shock rapidly transformed into in-
dignation and great offense. I then 
rationalized this statement as an 
attempt at self-aggrandizement. 
Further inquiries with other profes-
sera, however, yielded many less 
than resounding denialsof the origi-
nal statement. 

These events, taken together, 
opened my eyes toaprobiem which 
seems grossly out of place on this 
campus. Leaving aside the obvious 
errors the speaker introduces into 
the assertion by basing it upon a 
vague and unsupported generaliza-
tion, let'sassume that the statement 
accurately représente the stale of 
American undergraduateeducation, 
specifically here at Middlebury 
College. Why, then, does this pro-
fessor (and those who support his 
or her allegation) elect to teach in 
this country and at this institution? 
If they are so ftustraied and dissat-
isfied with the incompieteiy formed 

degree of Alma B. Vreetand *94 must continually long for the "seri-

ous students" in remote regions of 
the world, why do they not accept 
positions in Europe or Asia—per-
haps in a country where students do 
nothing except study? 

More immediately, attitudes 
such as this shed light onto possible 
reasons why an allegedly aggrieved 
student such as Brian Schaefer 
would choose to (in the words of 
the Am. Lit/Am. Civ Department), 
"ostensibly address the inequities 
of the English Department's Com-
prehensive Exam (as well as) launch 
a personal attack on the faculty 
member who examined him" 
through a public letter in the paper. 
Although 1 do not condone Mr. 
Schaefer's sharp and specific at-
tack, I think that I can empathize 
with his position. 

First, in light of the fact that 
some professors believe that 
"American students" lack the ca-
pacity or inclination for serious 
study or work, why should any 
American student even attempt to 
strive for this level which he or die 
dearly cannot attain? If a student 
does make such an effort, bow can 
any professor upholding this posi-
tion possibly grade that student? 
Should this opinion prove to be 
plausible, however, it is dear that 
ail "advanced study" requirements 
(e.g., Senior theses, independent 
projects, comprehensive examina-
tions) should be removed from die 
curriculum. Infect,any course woik 

(continued on page 8) 

"Oommmmmm..."If you were 
awake at 10:00 a.m. on the last 
Sunday of our Winternational Ex-
travaganza, you may haVe heard a 
mysterious low droning sound re-
verberating off of Old Chapel, 
Voter, Giffoid, McCullough and 
Hepburn. What was it? Where was 
it? Could it be that the VJ from 
Friday night was break dancing to 
his deafening sub woofers right 
outside your door? Or maybe a 
crazed service building worker was 
running the luge on that green 
Fisher Price all terrain vehicle? 

A quick look at the quad would 
instantly dispel your suspidons, 
for there you would have seen 
eight guys standing around a non-
descript pile of snow cleansing 
themselves of the ills of every day 
life. Say what!? We were asking 
ourselves the same question as we 
fought our head-splitting hang-
overs to search for spiritual purity 
and turn a twelve foot tall, melting 
a pile of frozen water into Guatama 
Buddha. 

The occasion was the annual 
snow sculpture contest at the end 
of Winter Carnival. Seven friends 
and I entered the competition hav-
ing no artistic background and not 
an inkling of what we were going 
to create, but by the end of the day, 
we found ourselves touched by 
the figure that emerged from our 
designated lot. Life is hard, inher-
ently hard, and different people 
battle their way through it in dif-
ferent ways. Some end up in jail, 
some in a monastery, still others 
find themselves packing into an 
elevator every morning at 8:55 
a.m. only to be asphyxiated by a 
cloud of aftershave and perfume. 
Everyone uncovers and pursues 
their individuality for direction in 
life; however, no one can escape 
the harsh wild cards that are dealt 
in the course of lifetime. 

Guatama Buddha recognized 
these hardships and found that the 
best way to deal with them was 
through mental-and moral self-
purification. The peaceful image 
of Buddha sitting undér a tree 
meditating often comes to mind 
when discussing the religious 
leader. What a man he must have 
been to create a religion from his 
own philosophy of life. A religion 
that delineated the true and straight 
path to happiness in this world — 
Buddhahood. 

While I cannot claim that my 
fellow sculptors and I attained 
Buddhahood. or even caught a 
glimpse of the enlightenment, 1 
can assure you that we liberated 
ourselves from the sufferings of 
college life on a Sunday. Every 
scoop of snow took us one step 
closer to the man we knew was 
trapped inside and one step away 
from the nauseating aftertaste of 
Winter Carnival. 

While other people were still 
reaching for their 32 oz. water 
glaas oo the bedtide table and typ-
ing critical review* of the "flopped 
snow sculpture" contest, eight of 

(continued on page 8 
MM i . 



success Editorial 
Professor Richard Cornwall's pointments to the office of the Dean growing up in our country encoun-

letter in The Campus criticizing of the College have been made in ter prejudice and discrimination 
President McCaidell* s appointment the past Professor John Emerson from childhood on When their in-
of the new Vice President for Stu- and his two predecessors were ap- teUigence, strength of character, and 
dent Affairs does an injustice to pointed without a national job education enable them to succeed 
Professor Don Wyatt It is sad to see search. At the time of their appoint- and to assume positions of leader-
how Cornwall's anger and bitter- mentstheyhadtaughtat Middlebury ship, they are then subjected to of-
ness about homophobia in our soci- long enough to know and under- fensi ve comments that belittle their 
etyledhimtousePtofessorWyatt's standing this community welL On accomplishments, 
appointment as a handle for yet faculty committees they had shown Certainly up to now Professor 
another of his intemperate attacks a capacity to handle difficult issues Wyatt's career at Middlebury has 
on the college's leadership. in a thoughtful and sensitive man- been pathbreaking. Let lis hope that 

To support his contention about ner and to make wise and fair deci- in the not too distant future many 
President McCardell's motives in sions. Professor Wyatt follows this more African Americans will be 
selecting an African American for pattern. members of the faculty and will be 
this office, Professor Cornwall The most shameful part of Pro- able to demonstrate their qualities 
makes the misleading assertion thgit fessor Cornwall's letter are the ref- of leadership in adminstrative posi-
"someone with noexperience" was erences to "conservative-style po- tions without having to experience 
appointed "without a national job litical correctness," cynicism, and success as a burden, 
search." "token black faculty" as an expla-

This assertion is based on a mis- nation for the appointment of Pro- Marjorie Lamberti 
taken understanding of how ap- fessor Wyatt. African Americans Professor of History 

Follow through on complaints 
Hardly à day goes by without someone voicing a criticism of the 

dining Services at Middlebury. Considering that meals form a focal I 
pointof social interaction at the college, and that nearly all studentseat 
on campus, the abundance of comments is not surprising. There do in I 
fact appear to be a number of areas, mostly involving physical j 
restructuring, that can and should be improved upon in the present 
dining hails. I 

Yet, if students truly want change, they must do more than merely I 
complain. Substantive suggestions that go beyond personal requests 
for a particular salad dressing or juice need to be offered to those 
making the decisions about the future of food services at Middlebury. I 
Students were given die opportunity to have their voices heard last 
Tuesday when the Student Government Association (SGA) Dining 
Services Committee held an open meeting on the issue. On hand were 
numerous Middining representatives, from cooks to administrators, 
but almost no students. 

The few students who did attend asked all too familiar questions 
about why their favorite foods were not served often enough, resulting 
in the understandable conclusion that "you can't please all of the 
people all of the time." Unfortunately, none of the students who 
attended (besides those on the SGA committee) appeared ready to | 
discuss any of the major problems with the dining halls. Issues of 
overcrowding—in service areas, drink areas and seating areas—were 
neglected in lieu of debates on the value of having chicken fingers at 
lunch everyday. The fact that the Proctor facility is serving a popula-
tion much too large was raised by members of dining services, but there 
were no interested students on hand to engage in a meaningful 

I discussion of possible solutions. 
Credit should be given to the SGA committee for trying to involve 

students in shaping Middlebury's dining future; the meeting was well 
advertised with table tente placed, appropriately, throughout Proctor. 

I Thanks should also be extended to the members of dining services who 
I took time out Of their busy schedules to provide a forum in which 

substantial and realistic changes could be debated. The average stu-
I dent, however, who finds itappropriate to make disparagingcomments 

about the food service but is not willing to take steps to make real 
progress, needs to wdrk with and not against Middining. 

Expedite decision making 
I The social house bill passed the Community Council this week, 

clearing one more hurdle in the long steeplechase that is the Middlebury 
I College bureaucracy. The bill first appeared in October and President 

McCurdell has said that he hopes to make a decision on it before 
summer. Grumblings from the faculty have also indicated that they 
would like to have a voice in die debate. 

I It is true that the community should not rush into decisions, and it 
Is true that this i s s u e requiresalotofthougbt, but time isoftheessence 

left in IHhbOas well.lt has taken along time for the bill to come tms 
far, the discussion has been thorough, and further delays are only a 
disservice to everyone involved. - r 

Students have been firmly in favor of the bill all along, and despite 
efforts to placate the faculty and staff, the council's vote along student-
faculty/staff lines showed that positions have not altered. AU the time 
taken so far has not changed student opinion and has not changed 
faculty and staff opinion; continuing the "debate" is fruitless. 

Middining needs creative solutions 
We believe that most students pricedcoUegemealplaninadvance, services to provide 

would agree that the college's meal the dining service does not have to meals that appeal to our appetites, 
piaa is flawed. Often we find our- worry about taring its customers or A "pay for what you ear system 
reives having to make the difficult its operation costs. Wo realize that would force the dining services to 
choice between the greasy food that Middining does attempt to solicit pay more attentate the needs and 
they serve in Hamlin or disappoint- student input about food and ser- wante of ite customers. If they con-
ma meals that are available at the vices, but we feel that the current tinually serve food thai does satisfy 
two other dining units. meal plan diminishes the hnpor- studen^they will r&iancial 

The problem with this tance of student suggestions. losses. Financial losses win ensure 
institution's food is that there isn't The only real impact the eus- the quality ofthe food in the cafete-
any competition for catering. Since tomers have on the caterer is the rias. , . ; ( 
competition is the very esaeuce of ability not to pay for undosired ser- We understand that Middining 
quaKty assurance, the lack of this vices. This right is not an option for Services tries to serve food tiiat 
element m die college's catering us in our current system. A meal students will enjoy. But, we feel 
arognun is the cause fer the conns- plan, in which one pays fat what feat the current meal system coo-
tently poor quality of food that the one oats, could be the solution to strains their ability to do so. Our 
college provides a! the dining units, this probtemMany students seldom proposed meal plan wouMstraiu-
This situation must be corrected if go to breakfast. We would propr^ late more 
the cnllece wants to strive to raise a m e a l ptan that would refund the rag the quality of the food here m 

Edward Y. Sod 
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Director denies claim admission criteria 
Campus, Michelle Bishop *95 asked 
that the admissions office refute the 
claim of "lower admissions crite-
ria" for students of color made in 
the draft report on financial aid pro-
duced by an Student Government 
Association (SGA) committee. I am 
happyto do so, as I have in at least 
threè public forums since the draft 
report was discussed on Feb. 20 by 
the SGA 

Applicants who happen to be 
students of color are not admitted 
under different criteria or lower 
standards than applicants who are 
not students of color. 

It seems to me that a general area 

has to do with a real lack of under-
standing of the work of die admis-
sions office. I dare say that 80 per-
cent of Middlebury' s applicants are 
qualified to attend the college. We 
could admi t any one of these appli-
cants and, barring unforeseen cir-
cumstances, these students should 
be able to graduate in four years 
with a B- average or better. 

Obviously, we don't have the 
room to admit 80 percent of our 
3866'first-year applicants, so the 
admissions officers make a subjec-
tive judgment about who is admit-
ted and who is not. Is one applicant 
a particularly strong scientist? Is 

^pother applicant aparticularly tal-
ented musician? Has another appli-
cant dealt with family tragedy in 
such a way that she appears to pos-
sess an unusual level of maturity? 

We seek students who will not 
only perform at a high level in the 
classroom, but who will also coil-. , 
tribute positively to campus life 
through strength of character, in-
volvement in one or more extracur-
ricular activities, and commitment 
to this special place. We address 
such important factors as intellec-
tual curiosity and commitment, 
motivation, persistence, leadership, 
creativity and the many additional 
abilities and talents that Middlebury 

values in its students. 
We in admissions do our best to 

bring an interesting, diverse and 
talented class of students to campus 
each year. We are one of a handful 
of institutions in this country that 
has the luxury of "crafting a class" 
that will enhance the education of 
the entire student body. I hope that 
in the future we can come to cel-
ebrate the contributions that each 
student brings to Middlebury, re-
gardless of socio-economic back-
ground, ethnicity, gender, country 
of origin or skin color. 

Geoffrey Smith 
Director of Admissions 

Fenwick offers peace plans for Northern Ireland 
Ih an ironic twist, I actually in-

tended to address the Northern Ire-
land question this week before I 
realized that this issue would ap-
pear on St. Patrick's Day. Happy 
St. Patrick's Day, everyone. 

I want to explore the ramifica-
tions of the «sit of Gerry Adams to 
the United States earlier this year in 
light of the three mortar attacks on 
Heathrow in particular, and the con-
tinuation of Provisional IRA atroci-
ties in general in the wake of the 
Downing Street Declaration of De-
cember 1993, in which ail peaceful 
parties were invited to substantive 
talks on the future of Northern Ire-
land. 

The sectarian violence that 
erupted in Northern Ireland in 1968 

I cast the ftovisipnal IRA in the U.S. 
as the freedom fighters overthrow-

ing British political, ethnic and re-
ligious persecution. 1 am the first to 
agree that there were grave injus-
tices in Northern Ireland and that 
changes were necessary. I think that 
in the years since 1968 much has 
been accomplished toward these 
ends. I also believe that the whole 
population is Irish, and that as such 
they are inextricably bound to Ire-
land, but that the population is also 
British, linked by heritage and cus-
tom to Britain. Hence, we have a 
situât ion in which we have two sides 
each with legitimate grievances and 
links to nations that are mutually 
complimentary, but who in Ulster 
provide the excuses for atrocities 
on all sides. 

At the moment there is a consis-
tent majority of the population in 
Northern Ireland Who wish to re-

Hostility misdirected 
I am writing on behalf of the six 

social houses in response to Profes-
sor Cornwall's editorial in the 
Mardi 10 edition of The Campus 
("Administrative policies at-
tacked"). Cornwall states that our 
college administration "smells of 
conservative-style political correct-
ness," and refuses to address the 
issues at hand, such as homophobia 
or racial tentions. His argument 
was prompted by the appointment 
of Professor Wyatt, a man who sup-
posedly has shown no interest or 
support for either the AAA or Bi-
cultural Center, or for queer issues, 
as Ocw dean of the college. Know-
ing little about Wyatt, I will refrain 
from making stereotyped judgments 
on what his individual beliefs are. 

Professor Cornwall seemed to 
have some very valid points; my 
concern is that he undermined his 
wgument withhypocrisy. Cornwall 
argues we need a strong adminis-
tration to deal with stereotyping 
problems, yet in his very argument, 
he stereotypes social houses as 
homophobic. 

Professor Cornwall, all of us here 
on campus are struggling to come 

pus, yet I am a member of a social 
house. You say "the administration 
is failing to address in any way the 
homophobia that reeks through the 
field house and most social houses." 
Not only does this statement totally 
undermine your previous argu-
ments, but offends the members of 
social houses. 

The social houses are made up 
of student leaders of all sexual ori-
entations and various backgrounds 
mid their members refuse to be la-
beled unjustly. Should we have to 
point out to you the fgct that gay/ 
lesbian/bisexual people also belong 
to social houses in order for you to 
stop calling us homophobic? How 
can we foster a more mien and ac-
cepting environment when snide 
comments are flung at us with no 
proof?' 

Manly people in all sorts of 
groups On campus are on your side 
in trying to abolish homophobia, 
but in a linger sense we are also 
trying to abolish ail stereotyping of 
til groups of people. If you have 
heard or seen evidence of 
homophobia at social houses or in 
any group on campas, please re-

main British. Further, this majority 
contains Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. 1 would like to provide 
three proposals to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland. All are based on 
continued prosecution of terrorists 
on both sides, and the general dis-
arming of the populace. They are 
intended to bring peace to a troubled 
region, and not to reward terrorism 
by either the Provisional IRA or the 
"Loyalist"paramilitary forces, par-
ticularly the Reverend Ian Paisley's. 
Ulster Defence Force (UDF). 

My first proposal is to have a 
binding referendum on the future of 
Northern Ireland on the question of 
remaining a part of the United King-
dom. This would be supervised by 
the United Nations to ensure that 
the mutually suspicious sides could 
accept the results. If the vote were 
in the negative (unlikely in 1994), 
then Northern Ireland would be-
come an independent member of 
the Commonwealth, free to do as it 
wished, and with the streets pa-
trolled the U.N. as long as it was 
necessary. 

Second, it would be possible to 
have a referendum for representa-
tion at a peace conference open to 
all parties who renounced violence. 
The number of representatives 
would be dependent on the number 
of votes that each party received, 
and in addition, prominent repre-
sentatives of all groups would be 
appointed. The peace conference 

would be chaired jointly by Britain 
and Ireland. At the conference, all 
possibilities would be open, pro-
vided they guaranteed the rights of 
all the people of Northern Ireland, 
and ensured democratic elections. 

Third, the status quo could be 
maintained at a cost to the British 
tax payer of £3 billion per year, 
with increasing violence on both 
sides and 22,000 regular British 
combat troops in the middle getting 
shot at and blown up, with mount-
ing calls in Britain for these troops 
to be allowed to "go after" both the 
Provisional IRA and the UDF. This 
is untenable. 

Of these, I would like to see 
option one, and I would be happy 
with option two. I think that the 
actions taken by Gerry Adams' col-

* leagues in the Provisional IRA af-
ter President Clinton thoughtlessly 
let an avowed terrorist into the US 
demonstrates that there is nothing 
to be gained from negotiating with 
any side that doesn't renounce vio-
lence, and amply demonstrates the 
disregard for the lives of innocent 
civilians by the Provisional IRA. 

I call upon students and staff 
here at Middlebury to join with me 
in calling upon til sides that have 
continue to engage in terrorism to 
cease immediately and engage in 
negotiations, for the sake of every-
one. 

Toby Fenwick *95 

Students missed chance 

prejudice, and those of us who do and 
support such rights react very 
strongly When lumped as one big 

I would agree by. 

will only 

Why is the food sobad here? 
Why can we only get four chicken 
tenders m one saving? Why are 
there seven different types of vin-
egar in Hamlin? Why did only three 
people show up to ask these ques-
tions? 

Griping about the food seems to 
be second nature at this school, but 
when criticism could make a differ-
ence. students struck out Two stu-
dents and ooe reporter showed up 
to voice their concerns about the 
food at Middfebay in a meeting 
pi unpaid by a commena a while 
ago in SGA to the effect 
food sucks. 

either had no questions or care very 
little about what they eat. Many 
will protest t)iat they did not know 
about the meeting, but table tents 
were in til of the dining halls and a 
campus wide pbonemail was sent 
at the end of last week. 

The Food Committee would like 
to think the Dining Services'stafT 
that attended the meeting and the 
two students who came with ques-

the food, we 
/uunr uwsûus 

the quality of 
why people 

interested tnotsgh to 

of them, and Ted Mayer, the Head 

AHDerftt 

We are leftward bound. We live 
in a world which seeks perpetual 
liberalization, condemned to ever-
growing chasms of moral depravity 
and anti-rationality. We embrace 
today what we rejected yesterday 
because we believe that today is 
ideologically superior to yesterday. 
But we know nothing of yesterday^ 
and that is why we are all, each and 
every one of us, destinèd to become 
the same conservatives we lambast 
and shun and reject in the name of 
tolerance and individual rights. 

Who are conservatives? Con-
servatives are people who subscribe 
to the same set of values their par-
ents did. Conservatives embrace tra-
dition because they believe that tra-
dition breeds growth and happiness 
and general well-being. My parents 
did a good job, thus, I will do what 
my parents did. 

Who are liberals? Liberals ques-
tion the very same tradition conser-
vatives hold onto so tenaciously. 
Liberals assert; Your tradition is 
racist and sexist and classist and 
oppressive; change it, i.e. liberal-
ize. 

And until recently, liberals were 
correct in thinking that this world, 
the world in which we live, was 
racist, sexist, classist and, in many 
respects, oppressive. However, lib-
erals did not prepare for the day 
when all of the goals and aspira-
tions they sought would be attained. 
,ike the Cold Warriors who won 

the war but made no plans for the 
peace, liberals today are in search 
of more traditions to question, up-
root, defy. And this kind of tradi-
tion-bashing is very bad. 

Question de la semaine: why is 
tradition-bashing so very bad? Be-
cause we no longer differentiate 
between good traditions and bad 
traditions; we simply discard what 
was in order to make room for what 
is, or, more accurately, what will 
be. Certainly, there are traditions in 
American life which should, and/or 
have been, terminated: slavery,seg-
regation and child labor. But there 
are traditions which we have an 
obligation to future generations to 
preserve: the family unit, educa-
tion, religion, respect for our fellow 
human beings. The Left lashes out: 
How do we define "family unit?" 
What is the meaning of the western 
canon? 

Are these meaningful questions? 
Perhaps. But Why do we ask them? 
Why do we question the traditional 
"family unity" when that unit has 
successfully provided the funda-
mental basis for western political 
organization since Aristotle? My 
supposition is thai liberals have for-
gotten that the original objective of 
liberalism was to reform, not to 
revolutionize. That is, we seek to 
change, and then we stop changing; 
we do not seek to change in order to 
destroy. We work toward a specific 
Ideological good, and when we 
have arrived at that good, we must 

LAerais may counter by saying 
the demands of the day force us to 

(continued on page 8) 
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The recent discussions around sions activities, consistent funding 
campus concerning diversity have for the Bicultural Center and incor-
exposed many people to some of porating understandings of diver-
the complex and emotional issues sity within our cunicular offerings; 
involved in this topic. I view this as 3) Studying how current un-
healthy and educational, yet given gramsofferedoutsidetheclassroom 
past experience, I question the lon-
gevity of this heightened aware-
ness amongst the general commu-
nity 

Since my a„ event catalyzes 
M?dVdtbura; Widespread debate, 
over three some get excited about 
years ago, the 
College has 
tackled issues 
of diversity 
every year in 
the same man-

end. Unfortunately, 
real change and 
awareness has been 
slow in coming. 

new "forums," some 
write letters to The 
Campus and everyone 
else hopes something 

ner: An event good happens in the 
:;;C Uta lyzeS 
"widespread 
debate, some 
get excited 
about new "fo-
rums," some 
write letters to . 
The Campus and everyone else 
hopes something good happens in 
the end. Unfortunately, real change 
and awareness has been slow in 
coming. The Student Government 
Association (SGA) would like to 
alter this trend. , 

Applications are available at the 
Student Activities desk for a new 
student group which will tackle vari-
ous issues of diversity. The Student 
Committee on Diversity shall be 
composed of three SGA members 
and three other students! The ap-

: pointments will be made through 
the normal appointments process 
which includes an application, in-
terview and ratification. The com-
mittee hereby is charged specifi-
cally with: 

1) Examining the numerous 
College reports on diversity and 
offering suggestions for implemen-
tation of recommendations from 
those reports; 

2) Evaluating current, tangible 
topics such as Middlebury admis-

succeed or fail in their efforts to 
educate the community about all 
aspects of diversity. 

This committee 
shall be instituted 
as a standing com-
mittee next fall al-
though the work 
must start now. 
The new members 
tobechosen within 
the next two weeks 
will have the tough 
jobof fulfilling the 
requirements set 
forth above as well 
as creating a struc-
ture for the com-
mittee which will 
ensure its staying 
power. A prelimi-

' i ; • nary report cover-
ing these issues 

will be presented to the SGA on 
April 24. 

I encourage any and all students 
to apply for a position. Here, the 
term "diversity" encompassesavery 
broad range of areas, including but 
not limited to: race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, geography and socio-
economic status. 

Hopefully, people interested in 
joining this committee will share at 
least one common goal: creating an 
open community willing to foster 
the attainment of this "diversity." 
This challenging task may appear 
impossible, but let us commit our-
selves to the road of continual 
progress which remains the ulti-
mate goal of many. 

If you have other ideas or ques-
tions about this committee, please 
call the interim chair, Jacob Citrin, 

Faculty view disturbs 
(continued from page 5) 
which involves research, writing, 
or involvement beyond the merely 
cursory study must be eliminated. 

Secondly, statements such as this 
reflect an opinion among the fac-
ulty which should give any student 
some pause about approaching a 
professor. \ 

Although I do not claim to have 
conducted an exhaustive examina-
tion of the entire faculty, the ab-
sence of resolute denial of this state-
ment by the professors I did survey 
nonetheless indicates a problem. If 
one is uncertain about a given 
professor's opinion about the capa-
bilities of his or her students, how 

1 can that student feel confident or 
secure enough to ask a question let 
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Parking fines excessive and unjust 
After finding out that over the 

last four years Middlebury College 
has accumulated $215.040.00from 
parking tickets fined to students, I 
surely wanted to know the reasons 
why this was so. There is nodoubt 
that parking is a major problem on 
campus. The number of spaces are 
plentiful, but convenience ulti-
mately decides if a student parks 
"legally" or "illegally." According 
to Peter Cheneveit, the head of 
Campus Security, there are students 
on campus who would rather pay a 
fine end» day than inconveniently 

f f * President, SGA 

but disturbing. Middlebury, the col-
lege wMchboasts of students, "well-

lenge professors," should not toler-
ate attitudes such as this which de-
grade both Middlebury students and 
this institution itself. * 

As John Milton notes, "Where 
there is much desire to leant, there 
of necessity will be much arguing, 

writing, many opinions; for 
in good men isbutknowl-

in the making." 
(Areopagtiica). I thinkitgoes with-
out question that discussion in the 
Opinions section of this paper over 
the past several weeks stands as a 
testament to the willingness of 
American undergraduates toengage 

I was appaliéd when I learned 
Middlebury College charges stu-
dents twice as much as the town of 
Middlebury or other fecal govern-
ments charge for parking violations. 
At first glance, Middlebury Col-
lege seemed to be overcharging for 
economic reasons, however once 
Peter Chenevert explained the his-
tory behind the parking problem, I 

posais for constructing more park-
ing lots, but has been turned down 
on the basis that if students do not 
park properly now, why should they 
park properly if there were more 
spaces? Another possible solution 
could be the construction of a park-
ing garage, but this would be a $5 
million project which is too expen-
sive for such a small institution. As 
a result of the lack of options, Cam-
pus Security has little choice but to 
continue ticketing students and re-
ceiving the same disconcerting re-
sults. Unfortunately, I have not de-
vised a cure-all solution for 
Middlebury College'spaikingprob-
lem; however, the present system 

must be revised. If the increase in 
fines has not been conducive to 
changing student parking habits 
then reducing the fines bade to $5.00 
should not add to the problem., 

With a tuition of $24,500, 
Middlebury College is not exactly 
lacking financial support to say the 
least. I was told that the money 
accumulated by parking fines en-
ters the "Miscellaneous Fund." If 
the fines are decreased to the stan-
dard $5 parking penalty, at least 
we, the students, would know ex-
actly where our money would be 
spent. 

Jimmy McMenambt '96 

Generations will change 

pus Security's predicament. For 
example, parking fines used to be 
$5.00, but at the same time, stu-
dents were also charged $25.00 for 
registration. In order to encourage 
students to register their cars and 
pu t them in the proper spaces, in 
1988the registration fee was elimi-
nated, but parking ticket fines were 
raised to $10.00. 

As Peter Chenevert and I were 
we dis-

(continued from page 7) 
What are die ramifications of end-
less change? We create whole 
classes and generations of children 
and students andfuture leaders who 
have no sense of right and wrong, 
who have no basis to think or act or 
grow. But at Middlebuiy we are not 
so amoral; we are not so baseless; 
we are not so deconstructed that we 
are unable to discern good from 
bad. On the contrary, Middlebury 
students believe in thingsand ideas. 

They act, react, feel, think, write, 
protest. They possess values and 
value systems. 

Tomorrow those value systems 
will bedead. Those things andideas 
will be conservative backwash — 
racist, sexist, classist, etc. Tomor-
row the recently admitted Class of 
1998 will spurn the recently ma-
triculated Class of 1997. They will 
call them exploitative, impervious 
to external thought. 

We are aU conservatives. 

Buddha's spirit is felt 

lean 
f different 

covered that once ticket fines were 
taised. there was a slight decrease 
in the number of issued tickets in 

ES 

(continued from page 5) , s 5 
us were creating a thing of pure 
beauty on the quad. It is not the 

"am 

the 

but hope that our 
reach the more 

lte'i orofessor. 

non into a form that will live on 
only in the minds of those who 
created it. 

The sculnture was a 
s, ^ ĵjj; 

for Buddha will not be there forever 
— probably not even for another 
week. But he will live on In spirit, 
just as he always has, guiding his 
followers towards enlightenment 

What a man he must have been, 
to touch a group of college students 
halfway around the world, centu-
ries after his demise. What a man he 

... 
of Mead Chapel. _ 

- l i s home in the East. 
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By "swallow" in the true chest Hb bare chest went from 
f the word Hb throat acted flesh-colored to burning red after 
ofa high-intensity vacuum, only the first few demonstrations, 
ng insanely lor only a sec- Regurgitation Sfeviedidnot limit 
the billiard ball, or Rubik* s hb act to swallowing solids alone, 
r the half-dollar coins went At ooe point in the performance, he 
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If it pleases the court, the de-
fense will now issue its opening | 
statement. 

A few months ago, I wrote a I 
column using Martin Luther | 
King's "I Have a Dream" Speech. 
The speech ends with the words: 
Free at last, free at last, thank | 

God Almighty, we are free at last." 
Friends, faculty and college I 

students, a conflict of interest has ] 
arisen which needs to be resolved. 
You see, a funny thing happened j 
during the Community Council 
meeting last Thursday which has j 
prompted me to speak out and 
choose sides. 

Apparently, the social houses I 
just barely squeaked through a | 
proposal that will give them the 
freedom to select their own mem-
bers. The argument for the pros-
ecution (administrators and fac- j 
ulty) is that selectivity violates | 
the college's principle of inclu-
siveness. The judge, President | 
John McCardell, has yet to vote [ 
yea or nay on the bill. 

Now I don't know if anyone ! 
actuallyeversaidthiscollegeem-
braces an all-inclusive policy but 
let me just state for the defense [ 
that inclusiveness is pretty much 
the biggest Country Crock of Crap j 
I've ever heaid in my life. 

To begin, let us examine the j 
college's own admissions policy 
which (of course) admits every- j 
one regardless of anything. It's 
good to know we're paying top 
dollar to a school that doesn't j 
discriminate against senseless idi- ! 
ots who come to our college for 
four years and spend the majority 
of their time drank, throwing re-
cycling bins full of glass bottles | 
down Gene Swift's hallway. 
Luckily, oar college takes every-1 
body—geeks, jocks, alcoholics, j 
bulimics, druggies andeven a féw 
smart kids who are desperately I 
trying to make the social life | 
around here somewhat tolerable. 

Your Honor, l'm not knocking I 
diversity. I'm really not Of my j 
three closest friends, only one of ) 
ihem is from New York or Massa-
chusetts. But in reality (as op-
posed to the artificially-flavored, 
sealed-for-your-protectton landof 
college life), selectivity is what [ 
makes this country great. 

I like America. I like capital-
ism. Capitalism means that if you i 
can provide a service that people 
need, you can earn money for 
your efforts and talents. Not ev- | 

' quiet voices 
speak out to students 
By Adrienne Yun 

Religion is alive and well at 
Middlebury, but does anyone re-
ally care? 

Okay, now that we have your 
attention, let's discuss an issue that 
has been used, recycled, reclaimed 
and sometimes thrown out. We are 
here to take the pulse of religious 
life at Middlebury College. 

The following is a potpourri of 
personal opinions and words of 
experience from John Walsh, col-
lege chaplain, and four leaders of 
religious organizations hereon cam-
pus in hopes of shedding some lights 
on an otherwise shadowy topic, and 
to find out if religion is indeed alive 
and well. 

Drawing from the past eight 
years of his Middlebury experience, 
Walsh recognizes a lack of a reli-
gious foundation in the lives of 
Middlebury students. 

"There is very little religious 
history or background," said Walsh 
of the student body. And those who 
have grown up with religion at home 
or in school? "Many Istudents who 
have religious backgrounds] have 
thrown the baby out with the bath 
water," said Walsh. 

With a look of genuine regret, 
Walsh explains that many whoonce 
embraced a specific religion have 
discarded it or at least put it on hold 
as a result of a bad experience or a 
past difficulty with their church 
community. 

"It is not that Middlebury stu-
dents are anti-religious or antago-
nistic against religion," he added. 

"It is more of an indifference. No 
one goes out of the way to pat you 
down, but some don't see the rel-
evance [that religion] has in their 
lives." 

Walsh elaborated on this point, 
explaining that college is a time 
when many students "throw every-
thing out everything, and start from 
scratch." 

Immediately, the question arises: 
is this a positive or a negative ac-
tion? According to Walsh, it is posi-
tive: "If you left Middlebury the 
same person that you came here as, 
I would have to qsk, 'Why did you 
come?'" 

The aim of a liberal arts college, 
continued Walsh, is to present stu-
dents with "ideas that make our 
world bigger." 

That is why the Chaplain finds 
that juniors and seniors that had 
never set foot in chapel are sud-
denly appearing in the back pews 
on Sunday mornings. These upper-
classmen are suddenly confronted 
with life decisions and difficulties 
that they can no longer put on the 
back-burner. 

In addition, Walsh understands 
that most of what happens on cam-
pus is "non-traditional," and often 
challenging to a student's own per-
sonal beliefs. 

He sees this as a straggle that 
can not only broaden the mind, but 
strengthen the personal faith of a 
student. 

However, following the pattern 
of non-traditional thinking, some 
students trade in their childhood 
faith to develop a "personal faith" 

v. 
IlSïtet 

m 

Jon SchoaMciur 
Only a small percentage of students attend religious services. 

that is a coalescing of philosophy, 
traditional ideology and wisdom 
from their own experiences. Does 
learning new ideas with the aim of 
broadening one's horizons lead to a 
compromise of a personal faith? "I 
haven't compromised my faith one 
iota," Walsh said simply. "If a stu-
dent finds his faith shattered, maybe 

his faith wasn't strong to begin 
with." 

On a campus with such a wide 
variety of personal beliefs and con-
victions, where do religious groups 
fit in? "Groups on campus are a 
powerful symbol of religion. There 
is a vitality to them, for students can 

(continued on page 12) 

Regurgitation Man swallows his fish with pride 
By Elizabeth Del Colliano 

Regurgitation Man has been 
around the world. The man who 
sucked down billiard balls and bu-
tane gas îr McCullough last Thurs-
day has toured four times before in 
the U.S., as well as giving numer-
ous performances in his native coun-
try of England. Growing up in an 
orphanage in Glasgow, young 
Stevie Starr real ized at age four that 
he had a profound talent for swal-
lowing coins — and thai bringing 
them up again without any signifi-
cant bodily harm. 

Star displayed his coin-swal-
lowing skills along with a number 
of even more astounding feats for 
the loudly appreciative crowd. 
Flamboyantly strutting onto the 
stage in a blinding silver suit, he 
offered all the items he was to swal-
low to various members of the au-
dience for insoection Starr then 
proceeded to inhale a small light 
bulb and several cons, holding the 
microphone to his mouth so the 
crowd could hear the coins clink 
against each other in his stomach as Starr *wallowt!<i a variety of objects during his performance. 

back as he emptied an obscene 
amount of a Palmolive equivalent 
into his belly. Starr turned the audi-
ence, smiling as lie commented, 
"Lemon! It'snice!" After gulping a 
full glass of water, and then a stom-
ach jiggle or two, bubbles were 
floating out of his mouth — a Sat-
urday morning cartoon come to life. 
Then the cartoon became a thing 
from Bamum and Bailey's as Starr 
sucked out the gas from a can of 
butane. The butane was real. To 
show that he was not holding it in 
his mouth, Starr exhaled on the 
flame of a lighter. Nothing hap-
pened. Starr then brought up some 
of the butane from his stomach and 
the flame erupted into a fireball that 
roared before disappearing. 

Some of Starr's tricks tran-
scended believability. Somehow 
this man was able to swallow dry 
sugar, drink a couple glasses of 
water, and then hack up the sugar in 
its dry state again. Then he swal-
lowed Sandy Durst's '94 monster 
ring, a small lock and key, and 

ad» muscles so that the ring came 
hack up affixed to the lock. 

The unarguable show-stopper, 
however, moved away from the in-

very alive and unsuspecting gold-
fish of not too small a size swam in 
the tank beforcSlevie Starr througb-

(continued on page 12) 
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Revealing the other side of Prigo 
By Lisa Old 

Profile: Professor Bob Prigo was 
bom and raised in Laguna Beach, 
California. He obtained his under-
graduate and graduate degrees in 
physics and physics education from 
the University of California at Santa 
Barbara (UCSB) and went on to 
teach there for four years before 
coming to Middlebury College four-
teen years ago. 

He now lives in the town of 
Middlebury with his wife and two 
children. 

Q: Why did you come to 
Middlebury? 

Prigo: The main reason I chose 
Middlebury was becauseitisasmall 
liberal arts college. At UCSB none 
of the different departments inter-
acted with one another much; yet, I 
wanted to integrate physics with 
other creative areas of knowledge, 
such as the arts and humanities, in 
order to help students receive a truly 
liberal aits education. 

Q: What doyou enjoy most about 

teaching? What doyou enjoy least? 
P: Working with students on a 

one-to-one basis, especially when I 
am in a situation where something 
I said or did allowed the student to 
see a connection. This is the most 
rewarding part of reaching. I love 
seeing the individual "ah-ha's" take 
place. 

My least favorite thing is evalu-
ating students with grades. I do not 
feel they properly assesses students' 
abilities. I believe if classes were 
small enough professors could eas-
ily assess students as the course 
progressed simply by talking and 
interacting with them. Yet I realize 
this is impossible even for 
Middlebury. 

Q: Today, what issues concern 
you the most? 

P: On the domestic front I am a 
strong advocate of socialized medi-
cine in which everybody, rich and 
poor, have equal access across the 
board. 

Q: What is the best part about 
teaching at Middlebury? What is 
the hardest? 

C A M P U S 
V O I C E S 

If you could go anywhere this spring 
break, where would you travel? 

Td want to go back to Paris 
because it's a phenomenal city. 
There's no other place like it." 

—Matt Hazen '96.5 

P: The best part is definitely 
working with the students in a close 
way, both majors and non-majors. 
The hardest part Comes after being 
here for a long time. You are asked 
to be on various committees. Soon 
too many obligations begin piling 
up so I can't relax or hang around 
students as often or prepare for lec-
tures during the day or do some of 
my own work. Now 1 have to do 
much of that in the evenings and on 
weekends. Mote demands come on 
you and there is no longer time in 
the day to work with the students as 
much as I would like. 

Q: What do you do on the week-
ends? 

P: Not much anymore. Lately, I 
come to work [mostly to Old 
Chapel], but in the past I used to do 
things with my family. I like to 
watch and play football, basketball 
and tennis. On Friday nights a col-
lection of faculty go to one 
member's home for our weekly 
"pizza night". Of course the kids 
come along and it is such a close 
knit group of people that it is like 
one big family all getting together 
to share what's going on in our 
lives. It's social recreation. 

Q: Have you taken or plan to 
take any trips? 

P: This summer my family and I 
are traveling toCalifotnia in a small 
camper. Along the way we will stop 
at friends' homes and finally meet 
up with family in California. It 
should take us two months. 

Q: If you could go anywhere in 

i 

Bob Prigo livens up physics class with his unconventional methods. 

the world, where would you go? 
A: New Zealand to fish. 
Q: If you were at a dinnerparty, 

who from history would you wish to 
be seated at your side ? 

P: On one side I would like Jacob 

Bronowski who wrote "Science and 
Human Values." On the other side 
I would like Madame Curie ( who 
won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 
1911). I have always wondered what 

(continued on page II) 

Feldman's Look Who's Graduated 
(continued f mm page 9) 
jerk and the waiter is a wonderfully 
caring, budding young comedy 
writer, |he remote control guy still 
deserves cash by the truckload. 

That's capitalism. 
What's that have to do with se-

lectivity? Nothing really, except to 
point out that not everybody isequal. 
Yes, we are all bom with equal 
rights but not equ|tl talents. Our 
Constitution grants us life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. No-
body ever guaranteed us happiness 
pet se -ri t 's written down if yqu 
think I am mistaken. 

This college is just as selective 
as any capitalist, money-making 
institution in America. Merrill 

and IBM are selective in 
hiring policy bocanse they want 

to make money. So does 
Middlebury College. By accepting 
intelligent kids, the college in-
creases the chances that storients 

At B ftVBCtttli/UlC 
at a presugious five 

widely popular phone-a-thon 
events. 

Is the student body diverse? 
Well, 1 could argue against that but 
for non-argument's sake, let's just 
say it is. Yes sir, this place is just 
budding with diversity: Jews, 
Blacks, Latinos, Indians and Eski-
mos a-plenty. Kudos to the admis-
sions people. (Note: I loathe people 
who use the term kudos in sincerity 
and ask that it now be stricken from 
the record.) 

My question to tire faculty and 
administration is: what are social 
houses going to do that will be any 
different than the college or any 
company's admissions/hiring 
policy? So they're not basing their 
decisions on SAT scores. Their sok 
criteria is made up of (shudder) 
intangibles (i.e. immaterial stuff you 
can't physically touch like person-
ality and most of die women around 
here). 

Obviously, since they're stu-
dents (Le. not adults), college kids 
don't the ability to be fife 
judges of character. Who knows 

what horribly unfair decisions 
they'll make? Heck, I wouldn't be a 
bit surprised if those nasty social 
house members stooped as low as 
to ask students whether their par-
ents were in that social house and 
then accepted these "legend" stu-
dents over more qualified and tal-
ented students. 

Could you imagine an institu-
tion that actually considered where 
a person's parents went to college 
as a criterion of hiring? 

Yes, I have a dream all right. 1 
dreamed about a world with a little 
less hypocrisy andalittie more com-
mon sense. I dreamed about a place 
where there was a little more har-
mony and a little less dichotomy. 
Then I woke up. 

Honorable Judge McCardeO, we, 
the students and alumni who repre-
sent truth, justice and freedom for 
all, await your decision. We hum-
bly beseech you to do the right 
thing. The students are a long way 
from being free at last. Help them 
take ooe step closer. 

ii" i iiii 
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New possibilities created with emergence of social houses 
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(continued from page 9) 
find a solid place to stand." said 
Walsh. Islamic Society, Newman, 
Hillel, Christian Fellowship. The 
list goes on, but many religious 
groups on campus ate neither seen 
nor heard. They are the silent mi-
nority, groups that meet regularly 
to share, support andencourage one 

.another. 
Rezwan Sharif '95 is co-presi-

dent of the Islamic society, one of 
its forty registered members, and 
only ten of the participants of the 
society's practicing Muslims. Sharif 
feels many of frustrations about 
being a Muslim at Middlebury. He 
finds that the Islamic society suf-
fers from the stereotypes that 
America places on the Muslim 
people. Two m = s = m = = = = = 

concerns about the problems with 
being a stereotyped as a "minority 
group" on campus. 

"There is a big misconception 
about Christian Fellowship, that it 
is a trig group of conservative, right-
wingers who want to set themselves 
apart from the rest of the campus," 
said Turner. "I thjnk that We have a 
diverse group of different kinds of 
people, who hold different beliefs 
on 'controversial issues,' but who 
are held together by our Christian 
faith. We try to be a place where 
people who are curious or inter-
ested in learning about God or who 
are thinking about faith can find 
support from people who are going 
through the same thing. 

"A lot of people have had nega-

Z ^ t i "There are three types of students at 
terrorism,epito- Middlebury," Parchesky added, "Those who are 
mize those ste- qU[te religious, those who have never practiced 
e°Sharif said religion and see in it no real relevance to life, 
that islam is and and those who have practiced religion before 
r^Sutl- but no tonger keep it a part of their life" 
ligion. He sees a 

on campus, agreed with Chaplain 
Walsh about the trend of indiffer-
ence towards religion, Parchesky 
believes that apathy develops from 
two sources. 

The first is from a situation in 
which the student has never prac-
ticed religion or whose family has 
no strong religious ties. In a sense, 
she admits, this is not apathy, but 
just ignorance. 

The second source of apathy is 
rooted in the quintessential aim of 
all college students: rediscover who 
they are and what role they play in 
society. 

"College is just a time to be your 
own person, to figure your life out," 
said Parchesky. For many, break-
ing the boundaries of family and 

tradition are often 
a step in this pro-
cess of self-dis-
covery. However, 
Parchesky says 
that another step is 
asking questions 
such as, "Do I be-
lieve in God?" or 

grave misunderstanding of the 
Muslim religion on and off campus 
that has developed out of media 
coverage of terrorist bombings and 
other activities that are linked to 
Islam. Sharif thinks that since the 
Muslim group is small and is not 
looked upon highly, it is difficult to 
pool resources and reach out to the 
campus. 

On a more personal note, Sharif 
admitted that maintaining personal 
convictions on campus is difficult, 
saying, "There is no constant re-
minder of your religion. There is no 
reminder of what your religion dic-
tates. So whatever comes out, comes 
from you. A lot of it is discipline." 
As far as the Islamic Society on 
campus is concerned, Sharif's aim 
is to present the "lighter aspects of 
Islam" through weekly lunches on 
Fridays, dinner meetings, movies 
and other activities. On March 11, 
the Islamic Society celebrated Bid-
Ul-Fitr, which marks die end of 
Ramadan, 

I next spoke with John Turner 
'96, the group leader of the Chris*-
tian fellowship, an organization 
with more than one hundred regis-
tered members. Once again, there 
are fewer (about forty) active par-
ticipants. Turner voiced similar 

tive religious experiences when they 
were growing up and a lot of people 
get turned off," continued Turner, 
echoing Walsh's comments. How-
ever, Turner emphasized the im-
portance of forming strong personal 
beliefs. "Growing up in America, 
we're pretty ignorant of religions 
other than Christianity," said 
Turner, reinforcing the importance 
of gaining knowledge of other reli-
gions through a liberal arts educa-
tion. "But I think that this atmo-
sphere of thought might encourage 
someone not to form strong per-
sonal beliefs — simply because if 
everything is the same, there isn't 
much incentive to believe in some-
thing." ' " ' ' \ I 

Turner believes that in our skep-
tical society which encourages 
people not to trust in anything but 
themselves, frith in God offers se-
curity and freedom, "the world Of 
today is hostile to religion and is 
more than willing to prove some-
one wrong — intellectually and 
socially, and I think that it can be 
very hard ifyou don't have a strong 
faith to be able to withstand the 
intellectual arguments of someone 
who has a Ph-D.*' • .ffiy' 

Michelle Parchesky '94, presi-
dent of Newman, theCathoJic group 

excites 
(continued from page 9) \ 
out his performance. He joked about 
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Male mystique explained to students 

' "Is religion real?" 
^ w h i c h help stu-

dents figure out things for them-
selves. She remembers a time dur-
ing her first year at Middlebury 
when she began to question her 
Catholic upbringing and her hon-
esty in practicing her religion. This 
period of searching was a positive 
experience for Parchesky,as it con-
firmed that her faith was real. 

It is a general consensus among 
religious groups at Middlebury that 
attracting new members is like pull-
iiig teeth. Sunday afternoon mass 
sponsored by Newman usually en-
joys a congregation of 20-25 stu-
dents. However, the group that plans 
most of the activities numbers be-
tween 5 and 7, which places a great 
burden of responsibility upon the 
few leaders. Another problem, 
Parchesky adds, is the absence of 
visible leadership, since the sup-
porting priest is rarely on campus. 

"There are three types of stu-
dents at Middlebury," Parchesky 
added, "Those who are quite reli-
gious, those who have never prac-
ticed religion and see in it no real 
relevance to life, and those who 
have practiced religion before but 
no longer keep it a part of their life" 

Parchesky confessed tint it is 
difficult to practice her faith on 
campus, as there is nothing to keep 

1 tier accountable: "It takes work to 
practice a religion at Middlebury 
So much that is going on is non-

j religiously affiliated. (Religion! 
doesn't take a prominent role. 

, Groups such as SGA and MCAB 
more influential and have a more 

Jay Friedman explained gender relations and the "male mystique " 
to students, using slides to facilitate his discussion. 

ferent levels of Judaism: Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reformed. A 
majority of the Jews in America 
now are conservative or reformed. 
Jews today are the most assimilated 
Jews in the history of the world." 
Listening to Gilden, one can sense a 
mixture of pride in a rich cultural 
heritage and a resentment towards 
the constraints of this heritage. 

The Jewish students at 
Middlebury are not very religious, 
according to Gilden. "Religion is 
potentially constraining. It's very 
restrictive. There are so many things 
that orthodox Jews cannot do. They 
live their lives inaregimented way. 
And if you deviate from the laws, 
you're not considered religious," 
Gilden says. 

However, Gilden feels that his 
college experience, especially act-
ing as co-president of Hillel. has 
had a positive effect on his frith. 
Gilden's comments echo the previ-

ous comments by Aaron 
Mendelsohn's letter in last week's 
Campus which read, "I alwaystook 
it for granted at home. Judaism starts 
with the family." 

For many Jewish students, Hillel 
serves the purpose of a home where 
they can make friends with others 
that share the same background. 
Hillel sponsors a series of speakers 
who approach issues of Judaism 
from an academic perspective 

Religion is archaic, irrelevant to 
life, constraining to Ac broad aims 
of a liberal arts education, burden-
some ... these are some of the nega-
tive claims that are both spoken and 
inferred from those on a college 
campus. "It's just not cool to be 
associated with a religious group," 
admits one Middlebury student. In 
spite of this, there are still students 
on campus that embrace religion 
and the unity that they share with 
those of the same frith. 

In spite of this, Newman is a 
ptac«"i 
belief < 
as well as a community where 
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Celebrate Your Connection With The Earth Contribute To: 

The 
Otter Creek 

Journal 
This Spring's issue will focus on the Environmental 

Community at Middlebury College. However, the publication 
will not be limited to this topic. Please exprès» your own 
personal connection with the earth through works of art, 
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From 'Garp' to 'Circus,' John Irving continues to enthrall 
By Jen Kuli 

Catherine Henrick 

John Irving treats Middlebury to a glimpse of his newest work. 

The audience heaved a collec-
tive sigh of admiration as the dash-
ing figure of John Irving stepped 
onto the stage of Mead Chapel. He 
approached the podium with a calm 
poise that only years of speaking in 
front of crowds can produce. He 
sipped his glass of water slowly and 
turned the microphone towards him-
self. Without a smile he glanced up 
furtively and opened his mouth to 
finally break the impatient silence: 
"I have a message for Brian Cohen: 
at the end of the reading you should 
meet Mrs. Pack. She haça message 
for you. 

After the tension-relieving 
laughter of the audience had sub-
sided, Irving, who was introduced 
by Robert Pack as the "Charles 
Dickens of our time," brought out 
the manuscript of his newest novel 
and began the story of its creation. 
The necessary background infor-
mation about "A Son of the Circus" 
includes a dedication to Irving's 
"goodfriend" Salmon Rushdie. Irv-

Movie Review 

Daniel Day-Lewis delivers emotion 
By Lewis Robinson 

Heads up; not all of Hollywood 
can be dismissed as scam. We are 
not that easily off the hook. Sure, 
we dan give ourselves a break once 
in a while and blast holes through 
easy targets like 'Total Recall" or 
"Fried GreenTomatoes." But what 
do we really have to say about the 
artistic endeavor that dominates our" "prison time' 

gry rebel, a progression made evi-
dent in his relationship with his 
fatherGiuseppe (played by the stoic 
yet powerful Pete Postlethwaite). 
The development is charted with-
out overt self-exclamations; we 
watch Conion find justice by com-
ing to know himself, and then by 
acting on this discovery. Sheridan 
is careful in his representation of 

once Conion is 
time? Behind the heavy veils of 
commercialism and instantly grati-
fying schlock, we should be honest 
with ourselves and admit that there 
are rare glimmers of brilliance in 
present-day Hollywood films. 

Gratuitous violence and gut-gun-
ning sentimentality do not reign 
supreme in Jim Sheridan's latest 
film, "In the Name of the Father," 
and yet it still fascinates and ex-
cites. The film relies on the finer 
elements of style to captivate audi-
ences. 

It tells the true story of Gerry 
Conion (played tremendously by 
Daniel Day-Lewis), a petty thief 
from Belfast who is wrongfully ac-
cused of a 1974 lit . A. pub bomb-
ing in Guilford, England. Conion, 
along with three other scrappy drift-
ers, spental most fifteen years in jail 
for the bombing after having been 
tortured into false confessions. 

Undereaonnous pressure to find 
the bombers, the police arrested 
hundreds. (The 1974Prevention of 
Terrorism Act allowed authorities 
to keep suspects for up to seven 

finally freed, it doesn't feel as 
though the fifteen years he spent 
were glossed over. Day-Lewis gives 
us a sense of the, enormity of 
Conloa's suffering. 

While other films may give rea-
son for easy celebration, "In the 
Name of the Father" is more com-
plex, offering only partial retribu-
tion; after all, the hero has unduly 
suffered. His release offers a cer-

tain satisfaction, but Day-Lewis 
never lets us forget that the damage 
caused by fifteen years in jail is not 
something from which one recov-
ers easily. 

Unfortunately for Day-Lewis, 
Postlethwaite, Sheridan and Emma. 
Thompson (who was also nomi-
nated for her brief role as Conion's 
attorney), "In the Name of the Fa-
ther "isinafieldfull of Oscar heavy-
weights thisyear."Schindler'sList" 
should feel confident enough to 
come to the awards ceremony with 
a wheelbarrow — and its honors 
will be justly deserved. Justice, how-
ever, is not only found at the Acad-
emy Awards. The actors and direc-
tor of this great film should feel 
proud of the fact that they haven't 
made yet another mindless Holly-
wood mess. 

ing made light of the content of his 
own novel after reminding the 
crowd of the circumstances sur-
rounding "Satanic Verses" — the 
expositional work that resulted in 
Rushdie's exile. 

Among the facts that he chose to 
divulge was that "not one of the 
people resonsible for banning the 
book, including the Ayatollah, read 
it. Not one." He revealed the irony 
of the situation — that a self-serv-
ing journalist somehow obtained 
the book before publication and 
decided to preview it publicly. To 
Irving it is wrong that the actions of 
one person could ruin so fully the 
life of another. "If there is a hell for 
reviewers and journalists — and it 
would have to be a very big place 
—I sincerely hope that she is there," 
Irving stated with a dry grin. 

"There is nothing blasphemous 
in my book," he stated outright, 
dispelling any comparison to 
Rushdie's controversial work. "The 
only religion that might take of-
fense is Christianity, and for sev-
eral centuries Christianity has not 
been known for death threats." 

Before beginning the reading, 
Irving offered a brief explanation. 
"There are twenty seven chapters 
in my book, and each one is titled. 
I like titles. Twill be reading from 
the first chapter: 'The Chrome on 
the Ceiling Fan.' There are several 
threads within the chapter that are 
left untied. Number one: what hap-
pens to the dwarf who won't give 
blood to the doctor? Number two: 
what is the upsetting news that the 
doctor has for the actor but doesn't 
get to tell in chapter one? Finally, 
there is a body. Did it die of natural 
causes or was it murder?" 

The audience thus prepared, Irv-
ing began to read a story — his 
story, which no member of the gen-
eral public has ever heard. As soon 
as the words were lifted from the 
page by the voice of the one man 
who trolyknowshow they are meant 
to be read, the audience was able to 
sit back and enjoy the phrases of 
this master of prose. 

ous, Irish Catholic buddies pre 
seated the easiest conviction op-

Thefibnis 

film is to be 

lets. In m. •„ Cordon (Daniel Day-Lewis) is forced to ! In the Name of the Father. ' 

The novel begins with adescrip-
tion of acondroplastic dwarves in 
India. The dwarves that he features 
as main characters are members of 
the "New Nile Circus". This is not 
the first time that Irving has used 
circuses or dwarves in his work, 
and one might wonder at the sig-
nificance of these elements in the 
author's life. 

"Why dwarves?" A wide-eyed 
fan queried at the reception follow-
ing the reading. "Why aliens or 
dragons?" Irving answer ed with a 
grin. "They're strange. They grab 
people's attention. They work." 

"A Son of the Circus" has much 
more to offer than acondroplasia 
and acrobatics. True to Irving' s sin-
gular style, several social issues are 
woven into the anecdotes and strik-
ing images. The main charactertrav-
els continually between Bombay 
and Toronto. He was bom in India, 
but lived most of his life in Canada, 
and as a result feels ill-at-e&se in 
both countries. He cannot decide 
between the "cold, uncomfortable 
Canada, or the India he only pre-
tends to be comfortable in." This 
feeling of displacement is an issue 
with which thousands of immigrants 
and expatriates must deal. Irving 
describes the situation with a tone 
of ironic humor, but it is obvious 
that he is sympathetic to the 
character's dilemma. 

living's depiction of women is 
one to which no feminist could take 
offense. This is not to say that the 
author rails against the inequality 
of Indian women — he merely de-
scribes them as he sees them. There 
is no pretension of a clear under-
standing of womankind. He does 
not have to try to assert his manli-
ness; he can simply love women 
and laugh at them, all the while 
laughing at himself loving them. 

His acute observation of human 
action and reaction lead the reader 
to a psychological understanding 
which necessitates no further ex-
planation. Irving presents a moving 
picture and leaves it to the viewer to 
understand his intention. 

The audience was further en-
deared to the novel by the author's 
use of lengthy tangents. He takes an 
enormous amount of time witheach 
image, allowing first thoughts to 
inspire others as the story weaves 
slowly along its path. This tech-
nique has the potential to result in 
laggard, creeping action. However, 
the author suffuses the prose with 
so many activedetails that the crowd 
was left slack-jawed in concentra-
tion, trying desperately to keep up 
and digest the words. As a result, it 
does not matter that the audience 
never learned why the dwarf re-
fused to donate his Mood, or what 
the doctor had to tell the actor, or 
whether or not the body was a vic-
tim of nature or homicide. 

John Irving is an extremely tal-
ented, successful writer, but there is 
no magic in his words. They are 
merely phrases and observation. It 
is the author's organization of 
thoughts and pictures that makes 
hisworkremarkable.lt is the use of 
repetition and order — of silent, 

IrviUg's work so extraordinary. 
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The culture of Trinidad is an amalgamation of different influences, 

including Spanish and British colonialism, the slave culture with its 
elements of colonial and West African societies and the Asian culture that 
was brought by East Indian and Chinese immigrants in the mid-nineteenth 
century. The popular music of Trinidad and nearby Tobago developed 
from traditions stemming from their formative cultures as well as restric-
tions imposed on the people by the British government in the nineteenth 
century. 

When African drums made of calabash were forbidden by the British 
due to the role they had played in the organization of slave uprisings^! 
ex-slaves had to look for other, cheap instruments. Oil was discovered 
Trinidad in 1907, and the discarded barrels provided a new sound whi 
was soon harnessed and tuned. Calypso and steel band music resulted, 
combining the new steel drums, traditional melodies and rhythms, and the 
American jazz that was popular at the time. 

A young man named Aldwyn Roberts was first employed as a musician 
in 1937, near the end of Calypso's developmental period, to entertain; 
workers. His music attracted enough attention to enable him to perform in 
the island's social areas, such as New Town and Port of Spain. An 
impressed elder calypso star. Growling Tiger, dubbed Roberts with mock 
title of Lord Kitchener. It was under that name that Roberts, along with 
several other younger generation calypso players, formed the Young 
Brigade. They created a more danceable style and had ambitions of 
becoming recording stars. The energy and novelty (to English and 
American ears) of the music attracted several record labels, but despite 
calypso's growing international popularity, Lord Kitchener remained 
fairly obscure. 

Leaving Trinidad in 1947, Lord Kitchener passed through Aruba 
Curacao and Jamaica, absorbing sounds from each place, en route to 
England. By 1950 he had begun cutting records on British labels, mixing 
his traditional calypso sounds with a more accessible jazz feel. He also 
began to write more socially conscious lyrics. Possibly inspired by thé 
popularity of his music in West Africa, he was among the first to express 
the popular perception linking African and Caribbean culture in songs 
such as "Africa My Home. 

His performances in London's nightclubs got him a majdr deal with 
' R C A I n ' ' 
to the newly independent Trinidad and Tobago. 

Man is Poor," to the samba-flavored 
one of his biggest early hits in the U. 
lyrics that sing of Kitch's homes 
England. "Cricket Champions, 
independence by lauding 
Kitchener's music is caught in 
melody and description of steel 

allegory "Dir. Kitch." 
, has a lively steel-band I 
iforTrinidadafterafew years in 
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By Brian Perry 
It's that time of year again, and 

for all the big film critics like Siskel 
and Ebert, it's an extremely excit-
ing period. The movies have been 
screened, the nominations have 
been made and the bonus paychecks 
for their big "We Pick the Oscars" 
specials ate as good as in the mail. 

That's right, it's time once again 
for the Academy Awards, though 
in actuality the 1993 awards cer-
emony only ended two months ago 
when Gus Aperture of Hollywood, 
Horida received his statuette in the 

category "Best Best Boy in a Fea-
ture Film Starring Tom Cruise and 
a Man Who is the Spokesperson for 
a Grain Product." The film, of 
course, was "The Firm," thespokes-
person was Wilford Brimley, and 
the guy on the oats package is a 
Quaker. 

Every critic hates the Oscars, 
but what's new — critics hate ev-
erything. The Oscars are a bunch of 
garbage, they say, because the Acad-
emy of Film Arts and Sciences is 
filled to the brim with crusty old 
rich white merçwho wouldn'tknow 
a good film if it snuck up behind 
them and repeatedly screamed "I'm 
a good film!" in their collective 
Miracle Ear. 

That's why films like "Home 
Alone" win seven Oscars, includ-
ing "Most Adorable-n-Sadistic 
Child Prima Donna in a Feature 
Film" and movies like the critically 
acclaimed "Barton Fink" are 
spindled, folded and mutilated, year 
after year, like some kind of annual 
exposition in bad taste. 

. Well, maybe the critics have a 
point, but aside from complaining, 
what have they done about it? Noth-

ing, nada, zilch, absolute zero. Un-
til now, that is. This critic, for one, 
has decided to take microprocessor 
in lap and change the course of 
Academy Awards history forever. 
I*i I 

i sense—New Categories, 
New Ceremonies, New Statues and, 
what the heck, New Everything. 
Gentlepersons, the envelopes 

As it stands, the roster of Oscar 
awards available for any sub-stan-
dard film, actor or key gripisbloated 
and, frankly, ridiculous. Practically 
everyone in Hollywood has won at 
least three each, and the others tue 
just waiting to become costume 
designers and cheesy balladeers. 
My first step would be to cut the 
number of awards way down to 
somewhere near one. That's right, 
justone Academy Award: BestPic-
ture. 

There would be no nominees— 
every film made that year is up to 
win. Who knows — the competi-
tion for that one award might actu-
ally push up the base level of qual-
ity in American movies. Imagine 
the zillions of dollars you could 
make by advertising, "We won the 
ONLY Oscar of 1994." Exclusivity 
breeds worth, and that statue would 
be a gold mine. 

You may ask, "But what about 
all the other great performances? 
Don't they deserve recognition?" 
Well, if one film can succeed at 
putting together the best director, 
actors, writers, cinematographers, 
makeup artists, musicians, set de-
signers, pet handlers, bottled water 
holders and coffee truck drivers, 
then it deserves all the glory pos-
sible, and a golden statue to boot. 
The only other rule in this collec-

tion of absolutes is this: if no film in 
agiven year lives uptothenewfound • 
Oscar ideal, then NO ONE WINS. 

With only one Oscar at stake, 
die newly bearable awards cer-
emony would be lull of focused 
expectation. Because a film of any 
size could be the lucky winner, the 
big execs would have to rub elbows 
with the small independents, and 
vice versa. It would beafilm Mecca. 
The entire televised portion would 
only be a mere half-hour long, mi-
nus lug bucks commercial time. No 
more six-hour marathon, no more 
hosts nodding off because it's past 
their bedtime, and definitely no 
more "I'd like to list every single 
person who made this moment pos-
sible in reverse alphabetical order 
... twice" acceptance speeches. In a 
word, brevity. s 

From now on, the Oscar itself 
would be life-size, like tbose ones 
that flank the stage in the post-show 
press conferences,; After the pre-
sentation, it could be sawed into 
pieces, and each person who was 
involved in the film would get a», 
labeled piece—maybe the director 
could haye the head. 

Well, this is my plan for the new 
and improved Oscars. Siipple? Yes. 
A flight of fancy? Perhaps. But 
think of it as you're watching Gus 
Aperture of Hollywood, Fla. take 
home his ninth career Oscar at four 
in the morning, Pacific time, in the 
category of "Best Extra in a Film 
Grossing No Less than Two Hun-
dred Million Dollars Starring Any-
one Who is Not as Vertically Chal-
lenged as Michael J. Fox but not 
From Canada." Certain ideas, re-
peated often enough into certain 
Miracle Ears, just might start to 
make some sense. 

Movie Review 

The Piano' depicts sexual power 
By Scott DeVries 

Imagine the following plot line: 
A Scottish mother is sent as a mail-
order bride to a British gentleman 
in the mid 1800s. Add to this plot 
two actors and an actress that aren't 
exactly your typical glamorous 
Hollywood types, title it "The Pi-
ano," and create a love triangle. I 
found myself asking, how could 
such a movie have possibly been 
nominated for the Oscars? 

Director Jane Campion, that's 
•ftow. : , ' • 

As director and screenwriter of 
" fhe Piano," Campion unwinds a 
story of the drama between Ada, 
Stewart and Baines—three people 
caught up in a triangle of Jove, 
sensuality, lust and sex in a lush, 

New Zealand locale 
that could be likened to Vermont 

Holly Huirtcf 
plays Ada. the mail-order bri 
hasn't snoken a word since she was 

the only one that is able to under-
stand her mother's creative sign 
language. 

When seated at the piano, Ada 
can truly communicate. Many 
scenes of the movie are dedicated 
to Ada's emotionally expressive 
style, allowing the viewer to under-
stand the struggles that are taking 
place within Ada's soul. 

Sam Neill plays Ada's husband, 
Stewart, who tries to retain his po-
sition of English gentry in the pri-
mal setting of the New Zealand 
forest. His partner, George Baines 
(Harvey Keitel), balances the movie 
with his embrace of the cultures 
and traditions of the surrounding 
native tribe, the Maori. He is tat-

tor in deals to try to buy their land. 

trayal of Ada's response to the news 
that her piano is not only in the 
hands of a stranger, but that she is 
requiredto teach him how to play it. 
She stomps around the room, shat-
tering glasses while bar eyes seethe 
and her frame shakes with anger. 

Baines* desires for the piano go 
much farther than simple instruc-
tion. At their first "lesson," be strikes 
a deal with Ada that she can have 
the piano back, key by key, in ex-
change for sexual favors, from 
watching and touching Ada while 
she is playing to lying with her 
when they are both naked. Ada 
agrees to the deal, willing to do 
anything to get the piano back. She 
responds to Baines' advances rather 
stiffly,) 
of sex. 
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prove to be completely and Thompson will get her second 

theaier reviews and colmnns in Cfty 
Paper, he participates in a round 
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NPR's Bob Mondello airs his views 
By Mike Liss 

Bob Mondello, the film critic 
for National Public Radio (NPR) 
and theater critic for Washington's 
weekly City Paper, sits in an NPR 
editing booth. "The moment that I 
realized theater was cool, I was in 
tenth grade," he says in his distinc-
tive radio voice. "There was this 
announcement over the loud 
speaker, 'Would Bobby Mondello 
please come down to the front of-
fice.' And 1 went downstairs and 
my mother's looking very somber 
and the secretary says, 'You're go-
ing home now.' 

"Sol walked out with my mother, 
! and I got in the car, and I said 'Is 

everything okay?' And she said," 
here Mondello takes a beat. "'Your 
father couldn't go to the matinee of 
Oliver, so I'm going to take you 
instead.' I thought, this is great, you 
can get out of school for this " 

That moment marked the begin-
ning of Moodello's long path to his 
current position. After writing film 
reviews for his college paper, 
Mondello worked for eleven years 
in the advertising business, doing 
promotions for a cinema chain. All 
along he was writing theater criti-
cism for "all these little papers that 
woukldie almost as soon aslstarted 
_. — — | L M . t l t f l u , * m m n m• • 

wrtung «or menx, dui his expen-

ABC affiliate. 
"If you're doing something in 

print you have to create it all," 
Mondello says. "From the word 
'go' you have to describe things. 
On radio you at least have the voices 
and sounds of the movie that do 
some of the work for you — give 
you a feel for the movie. In televi-
sion it's even more extreme, where 
basically the clip takes over, and it 
almost doesn't matter what the critic 
says. 

Another difference between the 
mediums, according to Mondello, 
is the role of the critic. "On televi-
sion, you tend to be a consumer 
advisor," he says. Because of the 
time restrictions on television, there 
is vety little analysis. "What you 
get basically is someone saying, 
'You shouldn't see this' or 'You 
should see this, I give it four stars.' 
What I do on the radio is to try and 
describe the event ofthe movie, and 
then discuss something about it." 

"I hope to be a movie critic as 
opposed to a reviewer each time 
out," Mondello says, offering his 
personal definition of the two. "A 
reviewer is someone who tells you 
whether or not he enjoyed the movie 
—that's consumer advice. A critic 
is someone who tried to place the 
work of art in a social context, in a 

contcxî, so 

the date of the awards ccremony 
approaches. "The Oscars," says 
Mondello, "which I suppose some 
people think of as honoring 
people involved, are really a tool 
for promoting films." This is the 
realization he has come to after his 
years as both an advertiser and as a 
critic. 

"Movie theaters are essentially 
large, dark rooms attached to pop-
corn stands. Where the exhibitor 
makes his money is on the popcorn. 
For the most part he's willing tojust 
about break even on the film, but he 
makes a fortune on popcorn." 

Lookingat the new social trends 
reflectedincurrent films, Mondello 
says that today's movies, as always, 
are part of a cycle. He identified 
"Dances With Wolves" and 
"Unforgiven" as a return to the 
Western. "Everything is dependent 
on the commercial aspect — on 
what has been successful. I don't 
think you'll see a whole lot of Ho-
locaust movies, but I'll bet you see 
more in the next tot yean than you 
did the previous twenty. 

"The whole reason it was impor-
tant that 'Philadelphia' made 
money," he says, considering an-
other Oscar contender, "is that now 
films with gay characters, films 
about AIDS, can be seen as corn-

Hollywood might not shy away 
from them quite so strongly. 

"Abo, 1 don't 

BobMondello, National Public Radio's film critic, shares his views 
on Hollywood, criticism and the AIDS epidemic. 

film. So, if it changes minds it will 
be a good thing." 

Mondello's own experience with 
the theme of AIDS goes back to the 
dawn of the epidemic. In 1985 or 
1986, hiscousin's wife was discov-
ered to have AIDS shortly after 
having a baby. Mondello went to 
New York to live with his cousin 
(hiring the ordeal, and when he re-
turned to Washington he knew be 
had to do a piece about the experi-

Part of being on NPR is having 
an audience that receives a sense of 
family over the ainvaves. "1 knew 

that way. I went into the studio and 
1 did a read of it and the editor said, 
Take the emotion out of your 
voice,' And there was a lot — I 
couldn't get through the thing with-
out crying. And I did, I took all 
emotion out of it and read it flat. 

"You realize all of the sudden 
that every time the audience had 
heard my voice it had been ani-
mated. The instant you heard my 
voice completely flat—completely, 
you knew something was wrong. 
And to this day it is the best thing 
I've ever done. It wasaverytfrange 
lesson about die use of sound — 
that someone would listen to this 
ihin| with no other sound but my 

ARTS 

By Gene Swill 

Courtesy Photo 
Steven Spielberg, pictured here on the set of "Schindler'^List, " 
served as both director atul producer ofthe film. This masterpiece 
may finally win the popular filmmaker an Oscar for best director. 

Each year, hundreds of our fa-
vorite Hollywood stars sit in eager 
anticipation to stroke and fondle a 
small golden man, then take him 
home with them later that evening. 
Yes, I know. I'm sick and twisted, 
but all the good introductions to 
Oscar Awards articles have already 
been taken by the real entertain-
ment magazines. 

I've decided to devote this ar-
ticle to the first ever Swift's Oscar 
Picks; after all, I've been known to 
predict these things before, so why 
not get it in print to prove my cin-
ematic intuition? (Because^you 
might be completely wrong, Gene, 
and now everyone will know ...)Of 
course, I'll dwell on the major 
awards — the ones everyone waits 
for all evening long. You may, of 
course, want to find your copy of 
the most recent Viewfinder to use 
the back cover's list of nominations 
as a reference. 

For Best Picture, I predict 
"Schindler's List" will grab the 
Oscar. "Schindler's" will also net 
Steven Spielberg his first Best Di-
rector award; the feelings of profes-
sional jealousy which kept "The 
Color Purple" from winning aren't 
strong enough to counter the im-

pact of this film. I was quite happy 
to see "The Fugitive" among' the 
nominees for Best Picture, because 
it is my strong opinion that the 
genre of a movie should not decide 
its quality. Frankly, I would love to 
see a good buddy-flick take the 
Oscar in this category. Show me 
someone who would argue against 
"Butch & Sundance" being among 
the all-time great films, and I'll 
show, you someone who has seen 
too many Merchant/Ivory produc-
tions. 

Best Actorwill go to Tom Hanks 
for "Philadelphia," almost as a con-
solation prize for the film which 
was supposed to give "Schindler's" 
a run for its money. The Best Sup-
porting Actor award will either go 
to Ralph Fiennes (pronounced 
"Rafe Fines") for his performance 
as Amon Goeth in "Schindler's 
List," or to Tommy Lee Jones for 
"The Fugitive." Granted, there are 
some major differences between 
both of these actors and the charac-
ters they played, but hey, these are 
my pick!, don't ask me to explain. 

Holly Hunter and EmmaThomp-
son, nominated for both actress 
awards, will share the glory: Hunter 
will win the Best Actress award for 
her performance in "The Piano," 

Oscar for Supporting Actress in "In 
the Name of the Father." 

Best (Original) Screenplay will 
go to Jane Campion for "The Pi-
ano," although this brilliant writer/ 
director and ha film deserve far 
more. Although I loved "Dave," I 
can't see how anyone could have 
nominated it for Best Original any-
thing after seeing "Moon Over 
Parador" with Richard Dreyfus and 
Rdul Julia. (I saw so many similari-
ties that I started seeing Raul Julia 
in Frank Langelia's performance.) 

"Schindler's List" looks like a 
strong contender for Best (Adapted) 
Screenplay, but "In the Name of the 
Father" and "The Remains of the 
Day" 'might win in this category. 

Best Visual Effects will go to 
"Jurassic Park", although Tim 
BurtonV'NightmareBeforeChrist-
mas" excelled in this category. Per-
haps the professional jealousy will 
keep this second Spielberg produc-
tion from winning. 

Again, these are my predictions 
for what the academy will chose; 
my personal opinions may differ 
slightly, and perhaps I will look 
back on them after the Oscar Awards 
in a future issue of The Campus. 
This thought should stay with you 
when you watch the awards and I 

wrong. 
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image concern 
Body image at Middlebury College is a sensitive issue. 

Eating disorders, which are often an effort to establish 
control over one's life, have become common on campus. A 
number of students spend long hours in the field house trying 
to whittle off "extra" pounds. Many students suffer from 
eating distress without being aware that of it. Unfortunately, 
those who are aware that they have a disorder are often too 
embarrassed or ashamed to get the counseling and support 
they need to stay healthy. Other students may at some level 
realize that they suffer from a disorder, yet be in a state of 
denial. Eating disorders and body image problems have 
detrimental effects on students' bodies and minds. We urge 
readers to pay close attention to the descriptions of eating 
distress and be able to identify them if they exist in yourself or 
in those around you. 

Eating disorders pose 
problem on campus 
By Rachel Odell 

Eating disorders me a serious 
problem on nearly every college 
campus—everywhere there is pres-
sure to be thin, to look good. At 
Middlebury, the issue of eating dis-
orders has become a growing cause 
for concerjj. Eating disorders are 
estimated to affect at least half of 
the student population at some point 
in their Middlebury careers. 

Eating disorders are divided into 
three categories: anorexia nervosa, 
bulimia and obesity. A sufferer of 
anorexia, as it is commonly called, 
literally stops eating in an obses-
sion to lose weight. Another closely 
related illness is exercise anorexia, 
where a person will ardently exer-
cise and eat vary little. 

Bulimia manifests itself in a 
binge and purge pattern where a 
person will eat a lot offood and then 
make an effort to somehow get rid 
of it, usually through forced vomit-
ing, but also through over-exercis-
ing and often through the use of 
laxatives. 11» third disorder, obe-
sity, is characterized as excessive 
overeating. What all of these prob-
lems share in common is eating 
distress as their motivating factor. 
The most prominent manifestation 
of an eating disorder, according to 
Yorma McShane, Director ofHealth 
Education, is compulsive eating. 

Throughout the campus, there 
are both male and female students 
who either are presently or will be 
eventually affected by an eating 
disorder. Why has thisbecome such 
a trend at Middlebury? Does this 
campus help to cause harmful be-
havior patterns such as anorexia 
and bulimia in people? Those in a 

out of control with school, grades 
and other aspects of life, [their bod-
ies are] an outlet for them to control 
something." However, this attempt 
at control leads to detrimental re-
sults. 

Few people realize the severity 
of eating disorders. Anorexia is not 
always as dire as starvation, yet 
approximately five to 10 percent of 
anorexic patients do end up starv-
ing themselves, experiencing dan-
gerous malnourishment. This espe-
cially affects anorexic women ages 
18-25 because they do not get 
enough calcium in their diets. Lack 
of calcium leads to osteoporosis, a 
bone disorder causing the bones to -
become very brittle in old age. 

Bulimics suffer from an electro-
lyte imbalance. When bulimics 
purge their bodies of food, they 
disrupt the balance of sodium and 
potassium in their stomachs which 
can lead to cardiac arrest Men and 
women have died from, heart at-
tacks induced by excessive vomit-
ing. Bulimia, like anorexia, also 
leads to calcium deficiencies. 

Even knowing all this, students 
at Middlebury do not always prac-
tice healthy eating habits. Accord-
ing to Abby Eagye '92, a Residen-
tial Housing Assistait in Stewart, 
"Eating disorders are such a prob-
lem here because people have a bad 
body image and that affects the way 

Tiffany Ctoflin 

Students often about worry how others will judge their appearance. 

they eat. I think a lot of women put 
the pressure on themselves to be 
skinny," 

Middlebury College provides 
three different types of treatment 
for students with eating disorders. 
A support group run by Nancy 
Blejwas meets Thursday afternoons 
in Mitchell Greene Lounge at 4:15 
p.m. The Parton Health Center also 
provides individual counseling, 
with four counselors available to 
students. Students may also seek 
nutritional counseling, provided by 
the college nutritionist, Nancy 
Metzler. These programs are confi-
dential and free. Each encourages 
people to come forward and get 
help, stressing that eating disorders 
are a problem that can be over-
come. At a campus where people 
are as active as they are at 
Middlebury, the average body type 
is thin. 

are characterized by perfectionism, 
competitiveness and desire for suc-
cess. These traits, however, are in-
herent in most Middlebury students 
and are an actual reflection of 
Middtebuty standards. If these char-
acteristics are not innate in some, 
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"[Eating disorders) are such a 
problem here because everyone at 
Middlebury is beautiful," said 
Nancy Fallen '96. "There is a lot of 
pressure from [athletic] teams to be 
lightweight," she continued, say-
ing that the pressure to be thin "is 
really hard because the way people 
look here is unrealistic as compared 
to how people look in the real 
world" - . 

Much of the low self-esteem and 
poor body image found arming 
people in general has been attrib-
uted to the media. The argument is 
often made that our culture is bom-
barded with ads and magazines that 
try to ingrain the idea that "thin is 
in." Supermodels from Cindy 
Crawford to Kate Moss, and those 
companies that use them to adver-
tise products, have been attacked 
for establishing unrealistic stan-
dards of how thin a woman should 
be to be considered attractive. 

At Middlebury, many believe 
students are trying to attain a 
supermodel body by harming them-
selves. Some associate pretty with 
skinny. Betsey Traver '95 said, "I 
have had too many conversations at 
Middlebury about food. People here 
talk so much about food that they 
lose perspective "Traverexpressed 
her frustration with the popular 
body-type, saying, "1 get sick of 
people saying 'you're so skinny.' 
Being told you are skinny is nota 
compliment, but here people think 
it is. Nobody would ever say, 'Oh 
you're so fat,' so why can't they 
just say 'you look goodT" 

Even people who don't suffer 
from eating disorders can uncon-
sciously reinforce fee stéréotypés 
fat fake them such a common 
occurrence. As Traver stated. 
"Skinny is not the adjective to use. 
Skinny is not [necessarily) equiva-
lent to attractive " 

Self-esteem 
on 

appearance 
By Beck! Plona 

Issues of body image have long 
been present at Middlebury Col-
lege. Many women and men have, 
at one time or another, felt inad-
equate or unhappy because of their 
physical appearance and a great 
many students resolve to do some-
thing about it. Some may choose to 
exercise on their own or to join a 
sports team. Others decide that 
embarking on a healthier eating re-
gime is the way to go and begin 
monitoring their fat and caloric in-
take. Some choose a combination 
of exercise and health-conscious 
eating. 

But trouble begins with students 
who take the issue of body image 
too seriously and go to extreme 
measures to correct what they per-
ceive as their physical flaws. Some 
students beginexercisingnon-stop, 
skipping meals and spending all 
their free time in the fitness center. 
Some may take dieting to an ex-
treme, developing an eating disor-
der. Others may decide that the 
only way they will be happy is 
through the attainment of what they 
see as the ideal body — thin, mus-
cular, perfectly proportioned. Why 
is this so? 

Eatingdisordervare often a mani-
festation of a need for control. Indi-
viduals who feel they cannot con-
trol external affairs and events of-
ten turn to their bodies as some-
thing over which they exercise de-
finitive authority. They often feel 
that positive regard from other 
people will only be forthcoming if 
they achieve and maintain some 
ideal body type. But sometimes the 
standards that they set for them-
selves are unrealistic and unattain-
able. 

"I do think people atMiddiebury 
are very concerned about their ap-
pearance," said Yonna McShane, 
director of health education. 
McShane believes the issue of body 
image is directly linked to the issue 
of self-esteem. Concurrent wife the 
humanists' view of personality in 
psychology, McShane also ex-
plained that without a positive sense 
of self-worth, individuals can not 
become fully functional. 

Inour culture, physical beauty is 
highly prized. Women are portrayed 
in magazine and television adver-
tisements as Bender, athletic and 
smiling. Men in these same ads are 
muscular but not fat. strong aid 
sure. This is the level of physical 
attractiveness we are given as a 
model—unfortunately,oolyavery 
small section of the population can 
ever look like the supermodels. 

McShane believes that the power 
of the media has a strong effect on 
fee way people, especially college 
students, led they should look, say-
ing. "We. as a culture, leod to dis-
count fee power of fee media." She 

* (continued on page 18) 
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how good i was [based) on how For both women and 
little I ate and on how much I exer- sues of body image can | 
cised." problem, especially when 

Old explained that while suffer- extremes, 
hut from the disorder, she did not One of the women int 
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SHO-MIDD, fee student hosting organization of Middlebury 

College is looking for people to host prospectives overnight. If 
you have room on your floor and can spend a dinner talking 
with a high school student, call SHO-MIDD's voice mail box 
at ext. 1515, leaving your name and extMSSKi. 
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PREGNANT and looking for a loving home for your 
newborn? Michael and Joanne long to share their hearts and 
home with a child. Please contact our attorney, Margaret Hall 
collect at (603) 673-8323. 

Wanted this summer: Conscientious college student who 
likes to woric outside and is able to commit 25 hours a week 
(minimum). House, bam and fence painting; mowing and 
weed-wbacking; and otherwise taming fee big outdoors. Eight 
miles from campus. $7 an hour. Call Caroline 453-3676 and 
leave message. 

Wanted: Field Hockey coacluss at Middlebury Union Jr.-Sr. 
High School for September and October. 1994. Salary pro-
vided. If interested call Gail Jette at 388-7126 before 8 am. or 
after 6 p.m. 

Interested in Marketing/Advertising? Interested in earning 
: : extra CASH? Please call Tami or Usa for part time assign-

ments 1-800-233-7751. 

LEADERS NEEDED: Summer teenage bicycling trips. 
U.S., Canada, Europe. Minimum 4-week time commitment 
Salary plusexpenses paid. Student Hosteling Program, Ashfield 
Road, Conway, MA 01341; 1-800-343-6132. 

Europe this summer? Fly—only $169! California—$129 
each way! Caribbean/ Mexican Coast/ Florida, too! — $189 
round trip! No gimmicks. Fly wife Airtech,l-800-575-TECH. 

A Spanish student wants a summer exchange with a Midd 
student. She would come to USA for a month whUe fee Midd 
student woukl spend a moofe (or more) at her houro in Ouiedo, 
Spain. If you are interested, please contact Cristina at x7205. 

Please do not put food into the recycling bins narked 
compost' Though food is compostable, it will cause odors in 

your hallways while it is sitting there for a week. Thank you. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

House for sale: Comfortable and spacious, walking dis-
tance to College and Schools, 4 bedrooms, 2 bath, large deck, 
2 car garage. Fully applianced kitchen, diningroom. Mature 
landscaping, fruit trees, garden. Call x5452 to 860-3921. 

Cruise Ship Jobs! Students needed! Earn $2000+ monthly. 
Summer/holidays/fulltime. World travel. Caribbean, Hawaii, 
Europe, Mexico. Tour guides, gift shop sales, deck hands, 
casino workers, etc. No experience necessary. Call 602-680-
4647, Ext C147. 

SPRING BREAK: Seven nights from $299. Includes: air, 
hotel, transfers, parties and more! Nassau, Paradise Island, 
Cancun, Jamaica, San Juan. Organize a small group. Earn 
FREE trip plus commissions! 1-800-426-7710. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Computer training sessions in the first floor classrooms of 
Voter: Navigating fee Internet for Vax Usera, Wed. March 23, 
4:00 to 5:00 p m ; Introduction to the Internet for IBM Users. 
Wed., March 23,4:00to 5:00 p.m.; Internet Navigation Tools 
for Mac Users, Mon. March 28,4:00to 5:00 p.m.; introduction 
to Microsoft Wordfor Windows, Wed Mardi 30,4:00to5:00. 
For more information call Academic Computing, ext 6141. 

Painter Hall and Weybridge House won fee Green Cup 

Parents: Looking for a great early graduation present? How 
about a 1993 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited wife Quadra-
Track, ABS, airbag? 36K highway miles, leather interior,* 
beautiful condition. Call Geoff Smith, Director of Admissions, 
ext. 5153. 



PERSONALS 

I 'checked my box before 12:00' & got the 
three invites to Pearsons. Thanks but I was 

already doing something. Tell me sometime who 
you were. —John 

OVERHEARDS HEY, WHAT 
..DESPfTE DO YOU 

M urn FOR. 
MORONIC M A 
VERDICT. PAY? 

THE COURT 
THANKS THF 

JURY FORKS 
SERVICE... 

MB 
HAVE, 
YOUR 

HONOR, 

HASTHE 
JURY Yah, we have one <&#$%&*! in our house 

—anonymous at the Tavern VBRDTCR? 

"That's not true love, that was two leftovers 
hooking up." 

"We are all leftovers." — in Proctor 

"Men can't have babies. And no amount of 
feminism can change that." — blond at Rosie's 

"My stomach's empty, or is that my head?" -
same blond in Burlington 

torn 
THE-

HEALING 
BB6TN/ 

I PO, ROLAND, BUT ÏLL7ELL 
YOU, TPS BEEN A LONG, 
DIFFICULT TRIAL. EVEN WW 
THE *S MILLION AWARD, KB 
NEEDTIMETOHEAL. ^JT 

ALBERT SLOCUM, RAW ARE 
YOUR FEELINGS RIGHT NOW? 
ARE YOU FEEUNG ANYTHING? 
YOU MUST HAYE SOME PRETTY 
AMAZING FEELINGS, SON! 

PETER, TWGMLTYVERDICT 
IS BEING HAILED TODAY BY 
, A VERY HAPPY GRECO-
-VJ AMERICAN ATHLETIC 
M^L COMMUNITY... 

To Security Dave (torn a junior in Starr: 
"You're not catchin' me in the act." 

"The little chick security guard helped my 
friend throw up at the ball." — First-year woman 

in Allen 

I wasn't really dissed, it was more like 
1" — Junior woman on 3rd floor Gifford 

"She doesn't see the things under my covers." 
— woman on 4th floor Stewart 

"I stopped looking for guys in Batte» because 
they don't have the stamina to keep up with me." 

— Junior woman from Pearsons 
WELL, ÏD SAY THE PLAINTIFFS 
SIDE DID A REAL GOOD JOB 
OF PERSUADING USTHAT 
m m COLLEGE HAD SOLD 
TTSELF ASA PLACE MERE A 
WD COULD EFFECT STRAIGHT AH$. 

ALSO, JURORS ARE HUMAN. 
THERE MSNT ONE OF US 
WHO COULENT REMEMBER 
WHATÏÏWASUKETO TF 

RECEIVE A  VBT_J\M 

NO KIDDING, 0ELL.M 
MAN? YOU SJRMY, 

RECALLED 
POO? THEM 

/ W-

WE'RE TALKING TO WALTER 
BOOTH, JURY FOREMAN 
FORTHEVEAPMAN TRIAL. 
MR, BOOTH, WHAT MADE 

THE DIFFERENCE SR 
FOR THIS JURY? 

x ® 

"And 1 was wondering what he was putting in 
my mouth." — Senior woman in Chateau 

"Hi, I'm looking for a job, possibly a career " 
"Are you a sophomore or a junior?" 

"No." 
"Sorry, you're too late." — in CC&P 

"I don't mind the white stuff coming down, as 
long as it's warm." — philosophic junior in 

Gifford 
WELL, THERE'S 
STIIeL- 7H& 

FFXJTBALU THPF MIGHT 
PROGRAM.., 

OURJAFWI-
T^PK EGG MASTERS 

MM NOMF 

FROM NOW ON, HEU- BE 
TOOAFRAID-AFRAIDOFHIS 
STUDENTS, HISPEERS,THE 
COURTS! THE ACADEMIC MER-
ITOCRACY HERE IS DBAD! 

ME? I'M FINE. 
NSTHECOUEGE 

N&YOJ jHArttNTROU-
OKAY ? OLE. NEVER AGAIN 

\ RULLA TEACHER 
JYF^W BOTHERTOGIVE 

"He sort of floats my boat in a beer-goggling 
sort of way." — about a certain KDR guy 

SON, I'M VERY, 
VERY REAPPOINTED 
MYOURWACHER! 

STWBOS WERE ONCE AGKEDW 
TAKEFESFONSIBIUTYFORTHEIR 
OWN PERFORMANCE. BUT TODAY, 
IRA STUDENT FAILS ACOURSE, 

anr^i rrsOUR 
NUT/ 

THAT MOMENT OF  1  

ACCOUNTABILITY-
BRIN6ING HOME A 
REPORT CARD ~!S 
NCTT AS WE ONCE 
KNEWTT.OLDFRENP! 

KING, THE WORLD YOU 
MDlpEWWN 

FORTUNATELY,WE'LL 
RECOUP SOME OF RR 
WRMIHEMCME. 

(CNGOOD 1 
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Ultimate Frisbee readies for spring 
By Jarrod Turner 

After looking around fruitlessly 
for guidance, forge ahead through 
the doorway and allow yourself to 
dissolve into the throng on the otter 
side. Your head will grow feint 
amidst the rugged, determined 
crowd. There is something taking 
place here that cannot be felly un-
derstood. The buzz of an unknown 
language is in the air, as something 
flies overhead, accompanied by 
plastic missiles. Each step is treach-
erous, every breath introduces the 
air of smelly socks. In each person's 
life there are such experiences, at 
once dazzling in their intensity and 
potentially terrifying. 

What threshold has been 
crossed? Is it a foreign prison, a 
visit to the detention center in 
Williamstown, MA, pettaps? No, 
it's the ultimate Frisbee team's in-
door practice, of course. After sev-
eral minutes of acclimation, and a 
few smiling feces innocently offer-
ing, "Wanna throw?" the scene be-
comes much less unsettling. The 
field house really isn't filled to ca-
pacity, but ultimate players have 
seemingly leapt forth from behind 
every melting snowbank and muddy 
cesspool on campus to join the fes-
tivities. 

The sport's distinctive jargon 
eventually seems normal, as does 
the fleet of discs soaring through 
the building; al though errant passes 
occasionally endanger the head of 

m . _ _ J L w 
an innocent bystander. Such mis-
haps are to be expected as the team 
indoctrinates new recruits and con-
vats them to this stunningly beau-
tiful sport. 

Team leaders are popping the 
Turns like never before, in a van 
attempt to cope with the onslaught 
of disc disciples. In fact, the shea 
pressure has nearly overwhelmed 
new captain Daniel Pope *95, but 
he has so far weathered the storm 
and shown solid leadership. 

Among the forty-five or so par-
ticipants in these twice-weekly ritu-
als, about half are women. The 
women's teamhas grown exponen-
tially this year, raising hopes for a 
group which will contend in the 
sectional playoffs this spring. Said 
Prankster Kristin Currier '94, 
"We'll need a heck of a lot more 
Big League Chew this season, that's 
for doggone sure!" No matter how 
much gum they're chewing, led by 
Sarah Teele '94, Marie D'Amato 
'96andSaraPeskin '96, the women 
will make their presence felt 
throughout tire Northeast. 

The missionary movement that 
is ultimate has beat equally suc-
cessful on the men's side. Converts 
abound, marveling at the divine 
abilities of Captain Emeritus Matt 
Evans '94. Evans and fellow se-
niors Ethan McKittrick, Whit Ba-
con, Brett Leland, Jon Johnstone 
arriJoeiThompsonhavebrined their 
skills over the course of several 

and their status as team 

Continued from page 24) 
iors Zach Laidley and OlivaTruog 
will perform in the 5,00()and 10,000 
meter runs. 

In the jumping and field events, 
the Middlebury men boast a similar 
balance. Senior Foster Goodrich, 
last year's New England champion 
in the discus and hammer, should 
throw his way into contention in the 
discus, hammer and shot-put. Kyle 
Hirsch '96, an All New England 
performer as well, will throw the 
discus and shot. The jumping con-
tingent consists of Shawn Tierney 
'97, Kipp Sutton '94 andOsamede 
lyahen '96, in the long, triple and 
high jumps respectively. 

The women's team expects to 
rely less on speed and moreon field 
and jumping events. Hilloy Hinds 
'96 returns after an All New En-
gland 1993 to ran the 200 meters, 
but most of the women's points 
should be earned by their throwers 
and jumpers. 

Senior co-captains Jen Hutchins 
and Kathy Becker lead an other-
wise young squad. Hutchins returns 
as the reigning NESCAC cham-
pion in the javelin and an AH New 
England 100 meter hurdler. Becker 
will throw the hammer. 

The jumping events promise to 
be exciting for the Panthers. Fin* 
year students Lu Morgan and Alissa 
White will duel in the triple jump. 
Morgan set the Middlebuty school 

White arrives as the 1993 Massa-
chusetts state high school 

make them better." 
In the middle and distance run-

ning events, Middlebury hopes to 
continue the success they enjoyed 
this winter. Midrele Anastasio '97, 
fresh from her All New England 
performance during indoor track, 
will run the 3,000 and 5,000 meta 
events with fellow first-years Carly 
Vin and Sarah Rebick. Bethany 
Johnson *96, Brooke Magnaghi '96 
and Molly En man *97 will compete 
in the 800 meters. 

Both teams are optimistic as the 
spring season begins. When they 
return from California, they will 
jump right into NESCAC competi-
tion on April 2 against Wesieyan. 

dinosaurs has by no means lessened 
their ability to contribute. 

These veterans have been 
boosted by a new legion of Prank-
sters, a high-octarife crew more than 
willing to unleash their furious 
speed on the field. They practice 
the ritual cutting and defending 
characteristic of ultimate with plea-
sure andease,anditbecomes readily 
apparent from watching them play 
that thisoutfit can barely contain its 
desire to release its fell energy in 
the splendor of gritty mud, fore-
boding skies and tricky winds which 
comprise spring. In the meantime, 
if any of them learn how to throw, 
according to team secretary Matt 
Roy '95, "Why that would just be 
the gravy." 

The prospects for this season are 
frighteningly bright. Hie mixture 
of hardened veterans and preco-
cious new talent on the men's and; 
women's sides is cause for rejoic-
ing among team members. The only 
obstacle to success is a tradition of 
low ambitions. While the Prank-
sters' trademark emphasis on rev-
elry seems unbound by any human 
constraints, they could still perform 
well given the proper dedication. 
Comments treasurer Fritz Burkhardt 
'95, "Anything could happen. The 

Court *ay Photo 

With acrobatic catches like these, the ultimate Frisbee club should 
enjoy another fun-filled and successful campaign this spring. 

cow could jump ova the moon, the 
folk could run away with the spoon, 
Conan O'Brien could give a hilari-
ous monologue and dang it, we 

could go to regionals!" 
The team's destiny will become 

clearer following a spring break 
pilgrimage to South Carolina. 

Softball kicks off inaugural season 
By Eliza Spang and 
Shelley Say ward 

Batter up! On Saturday, the 
newly formed Middlebury Softball 
club traveled to Union College in 
Schenectady,New York for an early 
morning scrimmage. The contest 
took place in the Union fieldhouse, 
an unfamiliar game sating for the 
Middlebury women. 

As she watched the very experi-
enced varsity women from Union 
warm up, Emily Aiken head '95 said 
"this is going to be a tough game, so 
let's pull together as a team." Ha 
statement proved prophetic, as 
Union for (he most part dominated 
play, but the Middlebury sluggers 
showed skill and promise in their 
inaugural competition. 

The infield played well, com-
mitting few errors and making only 

a handful of inaccurate throws. 
Starting shortstop Kathleen 
Kuykendall '94 snagged two hard-
Jut line drives to make the final outs 
in two consecutive innings. Coach 
Connie LaRose was impressed with 
Kuykendall ' s performance with her 
glove, pointing out that "she will be 
a real asset to the team this season." 

Another member of the infield, 
third baseman Heather Kasten '97, 
played outstanding as well, seeing 
her share of action at the hot comer. 
Catcher Martha Newell '95 played 
a solid game behind the plate, al-
most nabbing a stealing Dutchmen 
with a fast and accurate throw to 
second base. 

The game's pitchers, first-year 
students Laura Sanchez and Wendy 
Peterson, gave it their all as the first 
ever Panther softball hurlers to take 
to the collegiate mound. Starting 

pitcher Sanchez had difficulty at 
the beginning of the contest when 
she was forced to change her pitch-
ing motion due to NCAA rules, but 
she was able to make the necessary 
adjustments and improve her tech-
nique during the game itself. 

Peterson relieved Sanchez at the 
halfway mark and showed poten-
tial to be a strong reliever in future 
games. The scrimmage was a good 
experience for both young pitchers 
because they not only threw against 
a strong batting line-up, but were 
able to observe Union pitching 
styles as well. 

Since this was the first time the 
Middlebury team has faced a col-
lege level pitcher, they had some 
difficulty making hard contact with 
the ball. The Union pitching was 
fast and intimidating at first, but the 
Panthers became comfortable with 
this style by the last few innings 

The whole experience showed 
the Middlebury club team that they 
need to devote more time to batting 
practice against faster pitching. Use 
Guck *96 summed up the scrim-
mage well when she commented, "I 
was impressed with our skill and 
unity in our first game situation, but 
we still have a lot of polishing up to 
do." 

head to betid compctiuon will only The track team is off to California for to prepare for its NESCAC schedule in April 

Hey sports 
fans! Write 

for The 
Campus 

sports section! 
Call Rob at 

x3986. 
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Crew teams train while 

Swimmers place 15th 
(continued frontpage 24) her decision to come to Middlebury, 
their iack of experience in colle- Fox surely echoed fee others' sen 
giate competition affect them. timents. This is the best team I've 

Fox, referring to the 800 yard ever been a part of. The amount of 
freestyle relay, admitted that "we support from the rest of the team 
didn't really know what was going has been amazing." 
to happen. We just hoped to make Indeed, team support has always 
the finds, and when we did, it made been a strength of the Middlebury 
it that much more exciting " squad. With these four women at 

The team's youth, now that they only the beginning of their athletic 
havehad this experience,has clearly careers, and a strong team around 
become an advantage AsFbx stated, them, there is no telling how far 
"the fact that we're all national they can go. 
qualifiers as first-yews gives us Summing up the weekend, 
great momentum going into next Claffey said simply, "They made 
season." history." These four first-yew 



The Extra Point 

I can certainly sympathize with senior Ben Kimball's reaction to 
the choice of an outdoor basketball court as our senior class gift; 1 had 
the same reaction he did to the marble posts which will accompany the 
court, with or without ournames inscribed on them. I would have felt 
the same way he does if the chosen gift had been the proposed mug 
shots oftKéTolks our commons are named after. 

However, I'm ecstatic about the court that is to be built behind the 
renovated New Dorms, and I hope that 1 can persuade him that a place 
for students to enjoy sun and sport on what may become the only piece 
of even pavement on this campus is nothing but a positive addition to 
Middlebury. 

I have to disagree with Kimball's claim that the court is a "monu-
ment to affluence." As there are certainly more public basketbal I goals 
in Walts than in Beverly Hills, 1 don't believe that the court is in any 
way a symbol of wealth. You find tennis courts at country clubs, not 
hoop courts. 

I fail to see how the mere presence of a basketball court, let alone 
the use of it, narrows one's mind. Maybe basketball—any sport, for 
that matter — can't be considered an intellectual pursuit, but neither 
can snow sculpture. Still, people can get a good deal of pleasure out 
of both. I don't understand how leisure activities can be considered, 
as Kimball puts it, a waste of energy. Fun and friendly competition is 
the main reason most people participate in sports anyway; is all sport 
therefore a waste of time and energy? I doubt anyone could fashion a 
convincing argument that it is. 

On the contrary, in an environment like Middlebury, where stu-
dents are occupied trying to expand their minds cooped up indoors 
with 2000 people who look a little too much like each other, sports or 
other pastimes are a needed release of energy more than a waste of it. 
Gifts that support that activity, like the class of '$3s wanning cabin at 
the Snow Bowl and our basketball court, are simply welcome addi-
tions to the college's facilities. 

Needs that are ever-changing are by nature impossible to meet; if 
you don't believe me, spend un afternoon with the ever-changing 
NCAA ratebook. I won't try to justify tl>e seniorclass gift committees 
rhetoric, but I will say this: There are a great many members of the 
college community who will take pleasure in the new court. For proof, 
swing by PepinGymon almost any afternoon. You'll see both faculty, 
students and an occasional town resident sweating, running up and 
down the court, locked in fierce but friendly competition. At times 
there are games taking place on more than one court, even well into 
the spring, when it's actually nice to be outside. You can even find 
games on that terrible robber surface in Fletcher Field House, l'm sure 
that all the people on the hardwood have "matters of real importance" 
they could be dealing with, just as I'm sure they all deserve a break 
from their work as well. 

As far as I know, there is only one outdoor hoop on campus, and 
since it's hanging over the storage building next to the Bi-Cullural 
center, very few students know it's there. When the weather permits, 
quite a few students make their way to the Middlebury Recreation 
Park behind Campus Flowers, where there is a half-decent court. 
Other than those options, the only way to enjoy the sun while 
competing on the court is with a tennis racket in your hand. Tennis 
courts only fit four people at a time, while ten peoplecan get in a game 
of hoops, in about the same amount of space and with much less 
equipment. 

I think it would be impossible for the court to become a reflection 
of "our self-centeredness," simply because too many people will want 
to use iL I expect that the basketball court will be in such high demand 
that it will become a place that members of the college and the town 
will share. Of course, it would be better In a more open location than 
pigeonholed behind the New Dorms. For example, simply moving it 
to the front of the New Dorms, attbetopofthe hill overlooking Battel! 
Beach would make it more visible, more central, and give it better 
drainage. / 

The students that dreamed up the basketball courts have done the 
college a service. My only problem with our senior class gift is that it 
comes too late for me to enjoy it myself. 
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Faster than a speeding ski, more 
powerful than a Snowcat, able to 
leap tall moguls in a single bound, 
Look, up in the sky, it's Eddie thé 
Eagle Edwards, it's Jean Claude 
Killyï it's ... Super Maja! That's 
right? sports fans, this up close and 
personal look at Maja Thaler '94 
will introduce you to one of 
Middlebury's finest student-ath-
letes. 

Loved by those fortunate enough 
to know her and envied by those 
who do not, Thaler has for the last 
four months been leading a double 
life behind our backs. Not only has 
she been attending her classes at 
Middlebury, taking pictures for The 
Campus and playing the piano, but 
she has also found time to travel to 
Killington Ski Resort three to four 
times a week to practice her mogul 
skiing in preparation for competi-
tions in the area, at resorts like Mt. 
Snow, Sugarbush and Killington. 
To fully appreciate her ambition to 
conquer the bumps of competition, 
we must go back, way back, to the 
early years of our heroine. 

At the age of two, on wooden 
skis in upstate New York, Thaler 
began her days on the slopes. Mom 
and Dad, having snowplowed their aim OroMman 
way intooneanother'shearts,raised Maja Thaler '94 is giving competitive mogul skiing a try this winter. 
their daughter in what can only be — — 1 

called a ski family. 
Mom was a ski instructor, Dad a 

able partofthècompetition forme," 
safd Thaler. She has also skied in a 

ft 

a play by play of her ran for the 
spectators, causing her to crash into 

bumbling novice. Together, they dual competition, where skiers race a retaining fence. After brushing 
emphasized to their children the head-to-head ' the snow dbt of 

with an oppo- Thaler has steadily 
SùÉ improved her abilities 

and increased her 
confidence; elements 
she's had to draw 
upon often as a 
newcomer in amateur 
competitions. 

value of skitojj^...^ . ( , 
; Every day after school. Thaler 

and her sister headed toGreek Peak, 
a medium sized slope in New York, 
to have fun and improve their tech-
nique. Eventually she found herself 
racingfor the Greek Peak Ski Team, 
where she received her first taste of 
competition. 

In the course of her 21 years, 
Thaler has journeyed to New 
Mexico, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, 
France, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and good 
old Vermont to ski. Of this impres-
sive list, Taos, in New Mexico, 
ranks as her favorite resort. 

Thaler's latest ambition on skis 
is to succeed ta competition mogul 
skiing. Training mostly on herown, 
often on campus with fellow ski 
genius Paul Bavier '94 on Pearson's (continued from page 24) 
hill. Thaler has steadily improved twosecondsaheadofthefifth place 

nent on 
* cent 
"The double 
competition can 
get intense. I 
don't know 
where to look:tit 
the person next 
to me, or where 
I'm going." 

Thalèr's per-
formance in her first mogul compe-
tition at Killington ai few weeks 
back proved more than a little ex-
citing. On one of her runs, she lost 
control as the announcer was doing 

her long under-
wear, Thaler 
jumped to her 
feet undaunted. 
"I really ate snow 
on that fall," she 
said of the inci-
dent. 

Thaler has 
registered for fu-
ture competitions 
atMt-Snow.Tel-

luride and Sugarbush. So if you are 
interested in seeing a champion mo-
gul skier, travel to one of these 
competitions after spring break arid 
watch this graceful competitor 

Skiers earn fifth place 

her abilities and increased her con-
fidence; elements she's had to draw 
upon often as a newcomer in ama-
teur competitions. Her goal is to 
win a pair of new skis by the end of 
the year. Shewould also like to stop 
taking out spectators and retaining 
fences in the future. Ststting that she 
feels mentally constipated if she 
does not ski « least three to four 
times a week, she has traveled to 
Killington all winter in preparation 
for the competitions around Ver-

finisher. WaddeU said, "there are 
some awfully tough skiers out time 
and I'm happy to show I can race 
against the best of diem." Bryan 
also rebounded from Msdisappoiiit-
ing giant slalom race to place 11th 
at 1:42.11. 

As a whole, the women's team 
titiedexceptionaily well. Bither fin-
ished in 10th ai 1:40.78, with Rogers 
only nine-hundredlhs of a second 
behind her in lldt. 

Coach Bat Bradford summa-

good race, placing twelfth, the rest 
ofthePantherwomen, Kristin Daly 
•94, Riikka Pakkala '95 and Casey 
Clifford '96 all finished in the twen-
ties. 

The first Middlebury man to 
cross the finish line was Caldwell. 
Heptaced23rdwitbatime of54:56. 
Ryder Clifford '94 and Jay Leach 
'97 were well Off die mark Coach 
Terry Akirich best summed up the 
Nordic results: "They contributed 
just enough to help Middlebury to 
its best finish in some time. Unfor-
tunalely, the individual results were 
lacking. As a whole the learn was 
flat, especially after the outstand-

two jumps, situated at 

think die tir is die most enjoy-

rized their performance: "It was a 
jnoianacunu very satisfying year for them and — , -, ^ . 
l i k e fim, bu| 4 tirey are only going to improve for ing races at the (Middlebury) Car 

M —" next season " nival." 
- . . .. - •• Overall. Middlebury's fifth place 

finish was the coilege'stop result in 

cesTso remarkable is the feet that. 
Middlebury. unlike most every 

Nordic team: however, was 
to rebound from its poor 
in the classical events dur-
freestyie raises. Although 

*94 skied a 

other highly-ranked division I col-
lege, is unable to offer scholarships 
to its athletes, 

Bradford and Aldrich both criti-
cized the larger colleges for im-
porting so many foreign skiers. Al-
though Aldrich feels a few Euro-
pean racers are good, remarking 
that "they definitely raise die level 
of competitkw,"he attacked schools 
like die University of New Mexico, 
which relies almost exclusively on 
Scandinavian skiers. This may help 
the college with their results, but it 
detracts from the overall advance-

4 — 1MrI irriM«> alraiinre kw rlnntfi 
ment or American mctmg oy ocny-

ing qualified Americans a chance 
to compete at the collegiate level. 

As scholars and athletes, 
Middlebury's skiers should be ap-
plauded for their high level of com-
petitiveness. Matt Wadded, Kirsten 
Rogers, Mia De Mallei and Andi 
Bither deserve special recognition, 
though, since their top-ten finishes 
garnered Ad-American Honors. 

The Panther ski learns can now 
Mow «way their gear after a long 
but highly rewarding season. Like 

, the.rest of the college s winter ath-
letes, they too can now dream of 

next year. 

By Andrew Roebuck 



acterized most of fee season reared tops among the men in 29th. 
their ugly heads once again and led The following event, fee slalom 
to disappointing results. Although races, once again highlighted 
a pre-race favorite, Nate Bryan'94 Middlebury's alpine strengths^ 
was the top Panther skier in 24th Waddeil.in what he called' one of 

I UP in 30fe and 
I Wgy - - - -


